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Online discussion #1 (Myths, misconceptions, and learning) – Follow-up 
 
Grades 
Grades aren’t objective: A lot goes into getting a good or bad grade, such as getting a good grade 
depends largely on how the instructor believes is the correct way of teaching a subject as well as 
how they perceive their grade system should be. (nickpr1001) 
 
Grades can be misleading: Some students might just have memorized the answers in their minds 
but cannot explain why that is the answer. Or in the worst-case scenario would be that student 
cheated off from another student who knows a lot about that subject. (edenn18) 
 
Many things cannot be graded that are important to our classroom experience / There are 
meaningful incentives other than grades 

• How we treat our fellow classmates. The values that we inherit from this class and 
teachable moments and may be far more important than any grade   

• Empathy. We are in the same place at the same time doing the same thing. If we let 
grades take a backseat and focus on developing a camaraderie, we can all learn more 

• New friendships  
• A moment of enjoyment in this lifetime 
• The experience of really pushing myself more 
• Learning. Being enlightened and learning new things is priceless and can help us change 

the way we think for the better 
• Who you are, what makes you unique. Things that cannot be graded would be someone’s 

belief, gender, opinion, identity, and race. And it is not fair if our grades are based upon 
who we are as an individual. 

• The sorts of things that cannot be graded is works that are not really done by you 
 
Feedback comes in many forms 

• A good reply to a comment or blog post that isn’t talking at you is valuable   
• How you effectively communicate with others within a discussion (in-class and online) 
• Talking to the teacher 
• Revision and/or rewrite to things that you have done. Just to make it better.  
• Feedback should build you up and improve your skill and not be critical or degrading 

 
Two large truths in this class: 

• Getting a good grade means you are trying (jramireus17) 
• In time you’ll feel more comfortable with things that are uncomfortable for you now 

(jenniferwei1212) 
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Learning, practicing, and using techniques and requests for conversation/participation 
• Respect and communication  
• A welcoming environment for me is where everyone is responsive, where there’s no lack 

of conversation flow 
• Participating in conversations that present new ideas, thought processes, and even 

constructive criticism, all while being respectful of one another 
• Getting to know new people and hearing their ideas helps me grow as a person 
• Learn to listen to one another and respect everyone’s opinions about a topic that we are 

focusing on. and most importantly to be patient with one another 
• A feeling of responsibility for ourselves and each other as we learn, complimented with 

the ability to confidently express our ideas 
• The benefit of interacting with others: All people comprehend content at different paces 

and perceive solutions to problems from all types of different perspectives 
• “Treat others the way you want to be treated.”  

 
General suggestions 

• Open mindedness – Be willing to consider new ideas presented and not too quick to 
criticize or reject. (simth90) 

• Show respect – Being polite and kind to others in the room and giving who ever is 
speaking your full attention. It will show that what he or she had to say mattered and was 
received. (simth90) 

• Helping others – If it seems like someone is struggling with something, reach out to that 
person. If we are to be more of a community then that means working together for the 
betterment of everyone in said community. (simth90) 

• Befriending each other and communicating more often with everyone in the class 
regardless of color, race, religion, gender identity, etc. (edenn18) 

• All of us should build each other up and encourage each other to do our best in this class 
(edenn18) 

• No need to make the environment of a classroom more welcome. this is a place to 
learning not a place for party. (new boo) 

 
What does it mean to be a student? 

• The student needs to learn the who, what, when, where, why of that idea (davidna94) 
• When you learn something it’s not just listening it in and writing it down its actually try 

to process what they’re saying, really think about the point that someone is trying to put 
across (nicolaswaz) 

• Exceptional students (often those who ask questions) indulge themselves fully into the 
curriculum of a class and are always eager to learn and understand more (Mirbahar Rafid) 

• “Good” and “smart” students DO ask for help; asking for help would be an easy, un-
embarrassing task – which in turns means there’s no excuse for us to not be good and 
smart students! (soselmo) 

• The definition of a “good” and “smart” student means a student that does everything in 
his or her power to succeed. If that includes asking for help. (davidna94) 
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• No matter how good or smart you are you’re always gonna need help with an obstacle 
blocking your way (davidn117) 

• Learning is endless, so the idea that good students don’t need to ask questions is wrong. 
On the contrary, they need to come up with more questions, to keep them is “good” 
student (yuanmanzhao) 

 

Kudos/Writing techniques 
You can be a person.  

• Cardiqcc: “Hello. Going to take a gamble with this and post first. I hope this was what 
was asked for!” 

• Jamilahe: “Hello, how is everybody ?” 
• Isabelle5394: “Hi!” 
• Davidna94: “Hello my fellow classmates!” 
• Bcelestain: “Hey, sort of tricky question when ones asked how to be welcomed but I like 

it.” 
• Kjayy3: “I’ve procrastinated until the last day to make a blog post, but here we go.” 

 
This class should be a busy-work-free zone.  
I find it so interesting that Dr. J has specified to not answer all of the questions that are posted – 
this is unusual for me because from other classes I’ve taken with a discussion part, professors 
dock for unanswered parts of questions/posts and for deviating away from the tasks. Its honestly 
kind of hard to wrap my head around the idea that we can be allowed to take this discussion as 
well – a discussion – to not feel limited about what we can “talk” about whether its “related” or 
“unrelated”. This is new to me, but again, makes me feel a bit more relaxed – and I feel I can 
actually learn when I’m comfortable and not stressed out. (soselmo) 
 
How could we turn this into a question?  
“I’m sure everyone has their own opinion about the question.” (jramireus17) 
 
Honesty and creativity 

• “I’m not applying this to you. You may disagree” – prefacing a narrative about their 
primary school education experiences. Heartbreaking when they reached the part of “my 
consciousness of the classroom environment exited my mind a while back in high 
school.” (jenniferwei1212) 

• “Ed-ju-kay-shun. Ever met a person who prides themselves on their ed-ju-kay-shun. They 
carry it around like some sort of accessory for you just to go absolutely ga-ga for it when 
they say something “smart”.” (cristdelucy) 
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