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Recap

• String quartet
• Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
• George Crumb (b. 1929)

• Why write music in a genre many others have already done?
• Student response: I think many composers have written string quartets 

because there’s so much that you can do with a string quartet. Not every 
quartet sounds the same and there are a lot of different sounds that a string 
instrument can make, so there is a lot of room for experimentation.



What is a symphony?

• Symphony is a genre of music
• Genre = style + function

• Multi-movement work for orchestra heard in 
a concert hall that developed during the 
Classical era

• Composers still write symphonies today

• Orchestra: standard mix of strings, woodwind, 
brass, and percussion instruments

I. Sonata-allegro
II. Slow movement
III. Minuet
IV. Rondo



Multi-movement form

I. Sonata-allegro

II. Slow movement

III. Minuet

IV. Rondo (or another sonata-allegro)

Sonata form: Exposition – Development – Recapitulation
Balanced and logical
Allegro

Ternary form: 
Minuet—Trio—Minuet 
Moderato (stately and elegant)
OR: Scherzo (fast minuet)

Often quiet, song-like, or reflective
Many possible forms (binary, ternary, 
sonata-allegro, theme and variations)

Slower tempos: Largo, Adagio, Andante, 
Allegretto

Rondo form: ABAC...A
Allegro or presto

Symphonies, sonatas, string quartets, and concertos (sort of)



William Grant Still (1895-1978), Symphony No. 1 in 
A-flat Major “Afro-American,” I. Moderato assai 
(1930)

“I knew I wanted to write a 
symphony; I knew that it had to be 
an American work; and I wanted to 
demonstrate how the blues, so 
often considered a lowly 
expression, could be elevated to 
the highest musical level.”






Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 3 in F Major, 
Op. 90 (1883)
I. Allegro

• Sonata-allegro form
• Dark and tumultuous

II. Andante
• Ternary  form, duple meter
• Slow movement

III. Poco allegretto
• Triple meter (but not a minuet or scherzo)

IV. Allegro
• Sonata-allegro form 

(1833-97)



Joseph Haydn, Symphony No. 46 in B Major, 
III. Menuet (1772)

• Symphonies usually have four movements, 
each with a distinct mood, tempo, meter, and 
melodies:

1. Sonata-allegro
2. Slow movement
3. Minuet (or scherzo)
4. Finale (usually a rondo)

• The minuet was a popular court dance in the 
Baroque period (1600-1750)

(1732-1809)



Joseph Haydn, Symphony No. 46 in B Major, 
III. Menuet (1772)

Menuet

Trio

Menuet
da capo

A

A

B

Menuet

Trio

Menuet

A A B B

A A B

C D

Melody with many pauses 
(cadences), major key

New melody, smoothly 
connected notes, major key

New melody with less rhythmic activity, minor 
key, piano dynamic level with sudden loud notes

New melody, different 
instrumentation, minor, piano



Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

• Trained in music from an early age (singing, violin, 
keyboard, composition)

• Kapellmeister for the court of the Duke of Esterházy
(Hungary, outside of Vienna, Austria), 1761-1809

• Allowed to travel to London and promote his music (1790-92 
and 1794-95)

• Cared for by the court as his health declined and he couldn’t 
perform his musical duties

• Friend of Mozart, teacher of Beethoven
• Musical style is intended to please both amateurs and 

connoisseurs



Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

Esterházy (country home of Haydn’s patron)
Concert hall in Esterházy



Louise Farrenc, Symphony No. 3 in G minor, 
Op. 36 (1847)
François-Joseph Fétis, music encyclopedia in 1878: 
“Unfortunately, the genre of large-scale instrumental 
music to which Madame Farrenc, by nature and 
formation, felt herself called involves performance 
resources which a composer can acquire for herself or 
himself only with enormous effort. Another factor 
here is the public, as a rule not a very knowledgeable 
one, whose only standard for measuring the quality of 
a work is the name of its author. If the composer is 
unknown, the audience remains unreceptive, and the 
publishers, especially in France, close their ears 
anyway when someone offers them a halfway decent 
work...Such were the obstacles that Madame Farrenc
met along the way and which caused her to despair. 
This is the reason why her work has fallen into 
oblivion today, when at any other epoch her works 
would have brought her great esteem.”

(1804-75)



Louise Farrenc, Symphony No. 3 in G minor, 
Op. 36 (1847)

I. Adagio--Allegro

II. Adagio cantabile

III. Scherzo vivace

IV. Finale: Allegro

(1804-75)



Concert programs – vocabulary 

• Composer – person who composed (wrote) the music
• Performer – person who is performing the music
• Piece – a musical work
• “Song” only refers to a piece with words and a vocal part
• Opus – “work.” A composer’s pieces are numbered chronologically.

• Example:  Tchaikovsky – Concerto No. 1, Op. 23

• Movement – a self-contained portion of a larger work, usually separated from other 
movements by silence

• Genre 
• Stylistic/historical periods
• Intermission – a 10-15 minute break



Pieces to be performed Composer of each piece

Performers 



Performer of the entire program
(usually listed at the top of the program)

Performer of a specific piece 
(soloist) who joins the main 
ensemble for that piece only
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Dates of the composer’s 
entire life

II. Andantino simplice—Prestissimo—Tempo I



Homework and reminders
• Assigned reading for next class is available online: 

• M Nov 4: Ludwig van Beethoven
• W Nov 6: opera stereotypes

• Concert Response #1 due Nov 4
• Exam #1 rewrite (optional) due Nov 6
• If you’ve fallen behind, now is the time to turn your 

grade around
• Come to class, complete assigned reading 
• Revisions of C/NC assignments due by the end of the 

semester 
• Late assignments are accepted up to 14 days after the 

original due date
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