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Writing #5 (due T Oct 22 / Th Oct 17) and Writing #6 (due T Nov 5 / Th Oct 31) 
The exact topic and style of Writing #5 and Writing #6 is entirely up to you—explore topics related to 
music, yourself as a listener, etc. as you like. Use your Table of Contents and the feedback you received 
on it to guide you as you decide what you will submit for these Writing Experiences. 
 
This writing should be a piece that you want to include in your Writing Portfolio, or a kind of writing 
you want to practice as a prototype (see Dale Trumbore, Staying Composed,  pp 44-48, attached to the 
prompt for Writing #3). It could even be a refinement or reimagining of a previous writing you’ve done 
in Mu 101. Refer to the examples, a list of writing styles, and in-class writing prompts available online: 
https://drjonesmusic.me/writing-portfolio-fall-2019/ 
 
Along with six other writing experiences, you’ll be returning to this piece of writing several times over 
the course of the semester: 
 
Nov 4-10 
(due online Nov 2) 

Peer critique #2 – sharing an excerpt (any length) from any Writing with 
your section of Mu 101 
 

Due T Dec 9 / Th Dec 11 Refining all Writing Experiences and creating an overall course reflection 
in your Writing Portfolio  

 
Requirements 

(1) Your piece of writing. 
 

(2) A reflection on your piece of writing. Include responses to all of these questions: 
 

a. What kind of writing is this (poem, lyrics, story, dialogue, etc.)? What model(s) did you 
use (think about the examples on our Writing Portfolio page, listed above)?  

b. What’s your intention for this writing? What’s the main idea you’re trying to get across? 
How does it fit into your Writing Portfolio?  

c. What are you proud of in this writing?  
d. What are you most worried about with this writing? What do you want to know how to 

do better? 
 

(3) Revise. Don’t turn in a first draft. Writing takes time. Do a little bit each day. Ten minutes a day 
over the course of a week is more effective than an hour crammed in the night before a due date. 
Give yourself time to mess up and recover. Schedule time in your calendar to just write without 
distractions—no friends, no music, no TV, no Internet, no phone, no multitasking. 

 
Formatting and submission 
In general, written college assignments are typically typed using 12-point font, double spacing, and 
using 1-inch margins. I won’t penalize you for not following these norms, but your doing so does make 
my grading process significantly easier. 
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The only requirement I do have is that if you need to email me a file because you will miss class, you 
must name it like this: LastName, FirstInitial – Writing 1 (Example: Jones, A – Writing 1). If you send 
me any other file name, I will not accept it. The only file formats I will accept are .doc, .docx, or .pdf. 
Attach your file directly to your email; I will not accept a link to a cloud service (e.g, OneDrive, Google 
Drive, iCloud). 
 
Grading 
This assignment will be graded on a scale of Credit/No Credit. If you do not submit an assignment, it 
will be marked “No Credit.” If you know that you will be absent, make arrangements to submit your 
work before it is due—send it via email, send it to class with a friend, or drop it off in my mailbox.  
  
If you submit your assignment and it is marked “No Credit,” you can resubmit it as many times as you 
like until it receives “Credit.” Each new version must include the previous version and a “Process 
Letter” in which you explain what you’ve done differently in this revised version and what you’ve 
learned in the process. 
 
Late assignments. Every student may have one extension for any assignment in the “Supporting your 
growth” category, no explanation necessary—life happens. Request an extension in person or via email 
at least 24 hours before the scheduled due date and set your own new due date. Whatever the due date 
(or if you do not request an extension), late assignments lose one point per day, up to two weeks, and 
will not be accepted after 14 days. An assignment that is submitted late and receives a grade of No credit 
may still be revised; the final grade will reflect the number of days the first submission was late. 
 
There is no length requirement for this assignment. I am only looking for good writing… Refer to 
Writing #1 for all of Dr. J’s writing and editing suggestions, as well as resources on the class website: 
www.drjonesmusic.me/writing-tips 
 

https://drjonesmusic.me/writing-tips/
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