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What would you do if success was right around the corner? 
Adopt a healthy, productive mindset that keeps your work in perspective. 

• No single experience will make or break your success 
• Adopt a mindset of being kind to yourself and understand what is within your control 
• Always about creating the best and most meaningful work you can in this moment  
• Success takes time; be ready when it arrives by staying on top of your work, your skills 
• Easing up on immediate expectations for success isn’t the same thing as easing up on 

doing the work or meeting high expectations 
 
 
Plan for the long term rather than the “big break” 
Understand the difference between what success looks like from an outsider perspective and 
what it actually takes to achieve success. 

• Treat every project with respect and build a high-quality portfolio steadily over time 
• Be ready for opportunities as they arise so you’re ready to carry your momentum forward 

when something good does happen 
• What looks like sudden success for other people usually is supported by years of work 

that you didn’t see 
• Develop healthy work habits and routines that are sustainable and productive 
• There are many pathways to success 
• Internal vs. external validation and motivation  
• There is no “one big win”  
• Do work that you find to be meaningful 

 
 
Some things just take time 
Work takes time, both hands-on and away from the act of creating. 

• Big projects can’t be rushed; sometimes the desire, motivation, or shape of them emerges 
over time 

• Time + productive rest = maximum rewards with minimal effort 
• Creating something takes time, including time away from the thing you’re creating so 

you can return to it with fresh eyes 
• There are no short cuts with large-scale projects 
• Look ahead to the criteria required by future opportunities or goals you want to achieve 

and begin doing the kinds of things that will lead you there now 
 
  



Do it now 
Pay attention to ideas when they come to you. 

• Write down any new ideas the moment they come to you (paper, phone, voice memo) 
• Ideas come at surprising times, often when your mind is occupied with something else 
• Notice when ideas tend to come to you and plan for those experiences  
• Write down plans for actions even if you’re not going to take those actions right now 
• Make a timeline for your work that includes productive rest time; slow and steady 

progress is best 
• Pay attention to how your plans or ideas make you feel; if the idea of doing something 

creates physical stress, it’s not the right project. If a project creates immediate joy as you 
think about it, build in the time it deserves 

 
 
Build in space around deadlines 
Plan your time wisely. 

• Try to avoid scheduling multiple deadlines at once; you won’t be able to give yourself 
enough time or attention to do your best work for any of them 

• Try to finish large projects two weeks before they’re due—allow for unexpected 
emergencies, give yourself time to second-guess and edit 

• Build in space in your daily routine for planning, mental focus 
 
 
What’s it all about?  
Work with a sense of purpose. 

• Know what’s meaningful about each project you take on—this will guide you in your 
work right now and will guide you to future projects that align with your ideals and goals 
(“why must this piece exist?”) 

• Remind yourself what keeps you going in your work: What qualities or themes emerge in 
most or all of your work? What are you trying to communicate in the overall work you 
do? What is meaningful about your work? What do you love about what you’ve already 
created? What do you love about your career? 

• Ask specific questions before you begin to create any new work: What is new, better, or 
different about this piece compared to every piece you’ve created? What is new, better, or 
different about this work compared to similar work by others? How do you want to feel 
in the process of creating this piece? Will anything about the process of creating this 
piece be different from how you’ve created work in the past? 
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