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Roundtable #1 follow-up: What can we learn from an in-person discussion? 
You can learn a lot from discussing and listening to ideas take shape out loud, and you can use 
discussions to work through ideas for your own writing (style, questions that a reader might ask, nuances 
of ideas, wording). If you enjoy this kind of learning and preparation, consider graduate school—
seminar discussions are the main vehicle of learning in upper-level undergraduate classes and nearly all 
graduate work. 
 
 
People interpret things differently. There is no single interpretation to a text or idea. Each person’s 
past experiences, knowledge, emotional experiences, research, and opinions are part of his or her 
interpretation. 
 
It can be difficult to see different points of view when you’re reading by yourself (until you become 
a more critical reader!). You can benefit from other people’s close reading of passages you might not 
have fully understood. 
 
Learning about patterns of communication or patterns of conversation. You can ask and be asked 
follow-up questions immediately. You learn to express your ideas clearly and simply. You can learn to 
listen without interrupting.  
 
You’re challenged on your views. You have to support your ideas directly and be persuasive. You may 
discover that you were wrong about something. 
 
You learn to be comfortable sharing your ideas, even if they’re personal. This connection can make 
the experience more enjoyable for more people. You can learn about the other people you’re talking to.  
 
It’s hard to come up with the best ideas on the spot in-person, but you don’t have to be perfect 
because you’re creating an idea together with other people. 
 
The level of communication can feel complete and intense. You can learn from multiple kinds of 
communication (words, tone or energy of someone’s voice, humor, facial expressions, how engaged 
someone looks). You can learn about the totality or completeness of another person’s perspective, or 
how they put pieces of ideas together to make a new train of thought. 
 
You can learn to ask (better) questions. You can see how different questions spark interest for some 
people but not others. 
 
Everyone can contribute. Everyone has something valuable in their experience or thought process that 
we can pay attention to. 
 
All topics are endless. A simple question can translate into a 20-minute conversation. 
 
It’s enjoyable. 
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