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Writing #2: Create a Table of Contents for your Writing Portfolio – Due T Sep 
10 / Th Sep 19 
 
Your second writing experience in Mus 101 will be a self-directed outline of the kind of learning you 
want to do this semester. Think of it as an extension of the question I posed to you on the first day of 
class: What are you curious about? 
 
Imagine yourself at the end of the semester, when your Writing Portfolio will be completed (T Dec 9 / 
Th Dec 11). Who do you imagine you’ll be then? Your Portfolio will be a record of the learning and 
growing you’ve done this semester.  
 
Defining a “Writing Portfolio” and our project timeline 
A portfolio is a polished compilation of materials that demonstrates your range of ideas, skills, and 
experiences in a particular area. It often provides insight into your personality or perspective. In the 
professional world, a portfolio (of writing, visual art, compositions, recordings, designs) is a common 
requirement in job applications and reputation-building. Just as with professional portfolios, the contents 
of your portfolio in Mus 101 can and will evolve over the course of the semester as you continue to 
grow, revise, and come into contact with new ideas: 
 
T Sep 10 / Th Sep 12 Writing #1 (Soundscape) due in class 

 
T Sep 10 / Th Sep 19 Writing #2 (Table of Contents) due in class 

 
T Sep 17 / Th Sep 26 Writing #3 (The ethos of now) due in class 

 
T Sep 24 / Th Oct 3 Writing #4 (An account after Rameau) due in class 

 
Oct 7-13 
(due online Oct 5) 

Peer critique #1 – sharing a paragraph from Writing #1 or #3 or #4 with 
your section of Mu 101 
 

T Oct 22 / Th Oct 17 Writing #5 due (TBD) due in class 
 

T Oct 29 / Th Oct 24 Revisiting your Table of Contents (in-class) 
 

T Nov 5 / Th Oct 31 Writing #6 due (TBD) in class 
 

Nov 4-10 
(due online Nov 2) 

Peer critique #2 – sharing an excerpt (any length) from any Writing with 
your section of Mu 101 
 

T Nov 19 / Th Nov 14 Writing #7 (Music criticism) due in class 
 

Due T Dec 9 / Th Dec 11 Refining all Writing Experiences and creating an overall course reflection 
in your Writing Portfolio (includes overall Reflection and Concert Essay) 
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Note that the topics of Writings #5 and #6 are not yet determined (“TBD”)—they will be guided by the 
kinds of writing you describe here in Writing #2, and we’ll plan those prompts together. 
 
Writing #2 prompt: Create a “Table of Contents” for your Writing Portfolio 
A table of contents is a list of the items in the order that they appear in a collection, like chapters of a 
book, articles in a set, or poems in an anthology. Your Table of Contents should draw upon your 
responses to our in-class writing prompt (Who are you as a writer? Who do you want to be as a writer?) 
in order to do three (3) things: 
 
1. How many pieces do you think your Portfolio should contain? Tell me why you think that’s an 
appropriate number for your Portfolio based on who you are as a writer and who you want to be as a 
writer. 
 
2. Describe each piece that you’re currently envisioning in your writing portfolio (i.e., complete this 
step as many times as there are pieces in your imagined Portfolio, from step #1). Depending on how sure 
you are of different aspects of your writing or educational journey, you may not be able to address all of 
these points, but you should think about all of them in relation to the pieces of writing you imagine in 
your Portfolio: 
 

• The style or genre your piece of writing will contain (humorous, graphic novel, journalistic, 
creative language arts, report, how-to, argument-based writing, memo, resume/career 
documentation, tweet, letter, diary/journal, script, review, text message, email, meme, short 
story, or something else). Maybe there’s a kind of writing you want to try that you’ve never 
made before, or maybe there’s a kind of writing you that you want to practice more. 

• Describe or outline what you want to say or the impact you want your piece of writing to 
have on a reader 

• Pose a question that you want to try to answer in your piece of writing 
• A title that pops into your mind for the writing 

 
3. What order should all of these pieces appear in? Tell me why you think that’s an effective order for 
the writings you’re imagining and how you’re imagining someone else might read it. How might one 
piece of writing lead to the next as they’re read one after another? 
 
What happens next? 
The feedback I provide on Writing #2 will help you think about how to refine your ideas, guide you to 
incorporate your proposed Table of Contents topics into upcoming writing prompts, and share examples 
of reading that can help you model or create the kind of writing you envision. There are at least two 
opportunities for you to design your own writing experience/prompt later in the semester, and those will 
come out of the brainstorming and planning you do here. 
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Formatting and submission 
In general, written college assignments are typically typed using 12-point font, double spacing, and 
using 1-inch margins. I won’t penalize you for not following these norms, but your doing so does make 
my grading process significantly easier. 
 
The only requirement I do have is that if you need to email me a file because you will miss class, you 
must name it like this: LastName, FirstInitial – Writing 1 (Example: Jones, A – Writing 1). If you send 
me any other file name, I will not accept it. The only file formats I will accept are .doc, .docx, or .pdf. 
Attach your file directly to your email; I will not accept a link to a cloud service (e.g, OneDrive, Google 
Drive, iCloud). 
 
Grading 
This assignment will be graded on a scale of Credit/No Credit. If you do not submit an assignment, it 
will be marked “No Credit.” If you know that you will be absent, make arrangements to submit your 
work before it is due—send it via email, send it to class with a friend, or drop it off in my mailbox.  
  
If you submit your assignment and it is marked “No Credit,” you can resubmit it as many times as you 
like until it receives “Credit.” Each new version must include the previous version and a “Process 
Letter” in which you explain what you’ve done differently in this revised version and what you’ve 
learned in the process. 
 
Late assignments. Every student may have one extension for any assignment in the “Supporting your 
growth” category, no explanation necessary—life happens. Request an extension in person or via email 
at least 24 hours before the scheduled due date and set your own new due date. Whatever the due date 
(or if you do not request an extension), late assignments lose one point per day, up to two weeks, and 
will not be accepted after 14 days. An assignment that is submitted late and receives a grade of No credit 
may still be revised; the final grade will reflect the number of days the first submission was late. 
 
There is no length requirement for this assignment. I am only looking for good writing—refer to Writing 
#1 for all of Dr. J’s writing and editing suggestions, as well as resources on the class website: 
www.drjonesmusic.me/writing-tips 

https://drjonesmusic.me/writing-tips/
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