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Credit/No Credit grading criteria 
These criteria will be used for all assignments/activities that are graded on a scale of Credit/No Credit, which are 
all assignments in the category called “Supporting your growth and development as a writer, reader, and critical 
thinker”: online discussion participation, assigned in-class discussions, online peer critique participation, and 
writing experiences. Together, these tasks account for 50% of your final grade in the course. 
 
For each of these tasks, I will ask a series of questions about your work or participation based on contributions 
made by everyone in the course during the first online discussion, held September 2-8. I will be looking for a 
majority of the answers to these questions to be “Yes” when assigning a grade of either Credit or No Credit: 
 

1. Is the work complete according to the requirements provided? 
2. Does the work demonstrate the student’s comprehension of the material covered in class, assigned 

readings, or other assignments? 
3. Does the work contain relevant information or ideas? 
4. Are the student’s ideas presented clearly (e.g., displaying a logical order of ideas, choosing words that 

best fit the context or purpose)? 
5. Does the work exhibit the markers of high quality (e.g., suggesting a high degree of effort, not being 

rushed or sloppy)?  
6. Is the student’s work or contribution to the discussion/activity thoughtful (e.g., authentic, insightful, 

and/or supported with details)? 
7. Does the student’s work or contribution to the discussion/activity demonstrate creativity? 
8. Is the work eloquent? 
9. Does the work demonstrate the student’s growth, either personally or in terms of their skills/abilities? 

Does it build on ideas or feedback they’ve already learned in this class, other courses, or in other 
experiences? 

10. Was the work completed by the student alone, without plagiarism? If the student draws ideas or 
information from other writers, thinkers, or sources, have those outside sources been acknowledged (e.g., 
cited, quoted, and named)? 

11. Is the work authentic or unique? Does it say something?  
12. Does the work indicate that the student has a sense of purpose or pride in the ideas they’re 

communicating?  
 
Here I will also add two more parameters that were implicitly brought up by the quality of the online discussion 
itself because they are worthy standards to meet in all our tasks, as well:  
 

13. Is the work enjoyable to read? Are the contributions to the discussion/activity enjoyable or enthusiastic? 
14. Does the student’s work or contribution to the discussion/activity demonstrate that they’re engaged with 

the material, or that their curiosity has been awakened? 
 
Notice that other parameters that you may have been graded against in previous educational settings aren’t 
explicitly mentioned here—things like grammar, spelling, formatting, etc. The goal here is for you to concentrate 
on the values that define a positive learning experience for you—and know that if you’re working to show that 
you understand a concept, then you must revise, edit, and clarify things like grammar along the way in order to 
make that happen.  
 
This Credit/No Credit system comes from a pedagogical practice called “ungrading.” I use it to put as much of the 
responsibility and pride in your achievements and growth back in your hands, rather than in the number circled in 
red at the top of the paper. The value in any assignment is in the process of being challenged by it, overcoming 
that challenge, and thereby developing as a thinker and deepening your skills and knowledge. 
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