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Recap

• Flute
• Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
• Valerie Coleman (b. 1970)
• Melodic contour
• Timbre (tone color) of different kinds of 

flutes

• We’ve completed 25% of our classes 
for the semester



Harmony: consonance and dissonance

• Adds color, taste, or motion to a melody 
• Chords provide a sense of motion and return

• This “traveling” creates musical space

• Consonance: Intervals that sound pleasant together
• i.e. “the harmony is consonant”
• Calmer, more relaxing, more stable

• Dissonance: Intervals that clash with each other produce 
dissonances

• i.e. “the harmony is dissonant”
• Instability
• Needs resolution (relief)

Rest chords – points of 
cadence because they 
sound calmer, more 
stable, more consonant

Active chords – more 
tension and energy 
because they sound 
more dissonant

Active chord Rest chord
“resolution”



Harmony: major and minor

• Adds color, taste, or motion to a melody 

• The notes included in a piece, section of a piece, or a chord are 
determined by a scale

• Scale – a series of notes that define a key 
• Key – all the notes in key revolve around a central pitch (note)

• Scales in Western classical music are usually major or minor
• Example: 

• Beethoven, Symphony No. 5 in C Minor
• Mozart, Piano Concerto in G Major

Joseph Haydn, Symphony No. 100, 
“Military,” II. Allegretto (1794)



Famous classical musicians



Four composers

1685-1750 1770-1827 1940-19901819-96



Four composers

Johann 
Sebastian Bach

Ludwig van 
Beethoven

Julius EastmanClara Schumann



Four composers

Had 17 
children

Estranged from 
his family

Died homelessRaised 6 children, cared 
for and committed her 
husband and eldest son 

to insane asylums



Four composers

Johann 
Sebastian Bach

(1685-1750

• Lasting influence as a craftsman of music, explorer of 
harmony

• His music is considered “serious” and worthy of analysis 
and contemplation – often revered without question

• Central figure in the “canon” of Western music – the music 
that is taught in school and performed regularly in concert 
halls

• Known for his keyboard music, sacred music (cantatas)
• Wrote chamber music, solos, and concertos for every 

instrument available 



J.S. Bach, Brandenburg Concertos – Dedication to 
Christian Ludwig, March 24, 1721
As I had the good fortune a few years ago to be heard by Your Royal 
Highness, at Your Highness's commands, and as I noticed then that Your 
Highness took some pleasure in the little talents which Heaven has given me 
for Music, and as in taking Leave of Your Royal Highness, Your Highness 
designed to honour me with the command to send Your Highness some 
pieces of my Composition: I have in accordance with Your Highness's most 
gracious orders taken the liberty of rendering my most humble duty to Your 
Royal Highness with the present Concertos, which I have adapted to several 
instruments; begging Your Highness most humbly not to judge their 
imperfection with the rigor of that discriminating and sensitive taste, which 
everyone knows Him to have for musical works, but rather to take into 
benign Consideration the profound respect and the most humble obedience 
which I thus attempt to show Him.



Johann Sebastian Bach, Brandenburg 
Concertos
• While Bach was employed at Cöthen (1717-23), the Prince married a 

woman who was unmusical and persuaded the Prince to spend less 
time on his musical pursuits

• Prince disbanded his orchestra
• Bach started looking for new employers

• Bach sent a set of 6 concerti as a gift to Christian Ludwig (Margrave of 
Brandenburg-Schwedt)

• Written for the 17 instrumental players Bach worked with in Cöthen – each 
piece features a small group of soloists

• Ludwig didn’t have the musicians to perform the pieces
• Manuscript was lost and forgotten until 1849



Bach’s duties as Kantor of St. Thomas Church, 
Leipzig, 1723-50
• In charge of the music in 

the town’s 4 main churches
• Run the collegium musicum

(public concert series)
• Instruct schoolboys in music 

(both vocal and 
instrumental)

• Be an upstanding citizen 
and show respect to the 
town council at all times

Thomaskirche, Leipzig



Reminders

• Reading is available online
• Wednesday Sep 25: melody, meter, harmony
• Wednesday Oct 2: scales, texture, form, dynamics, tempo

• Quickfire #2 is due by 5pm on Friday Sep 27
• No class on Monday Oct 1 (Rosh Hashanah)
• Exam #1: Wednesday Oct 16
• Concert Response #1 due Nov 4

• Sat Oct 5, 6pm – Juilliard faculty recital
• Revisions of C/NC assignments: If your submission is marked “No Credit,” you can 

resubmit it as many times as you like until it receives “Credit.” 
• Late assignments are accepted up to 14 days after the original due date

• Writing #1 (Soundscape): Sep 25
• Writing #2 (An account after Rameau): Oct 7



End quiz: Listening for musical details
1. Instruments – Name 3 instruments you hear playing this piece.

2. Texture – Monophonic, homorhythmic, polyphonic, or no texture?

3. Dynamics – Mostly piano or mostly forte?

4. Style of playing – Mostly legato, staccato, or pizzicato?

5. Meter – Non-metric, duple or triple?

6. Harmony – Mostly major harmonies or mostly minor harmonies?
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