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Pick up a writing prompt—your first assignment has begun!



Welcome to Music 102!

• I’m glad that you are a part of our classroom 
community. Thank you for sharing your time 
and growth with us.

• One-minute intros
• Your name (what we should call you)

• One word describing how you’re feeling right now

• Something that you’re curious about / A question 
you have



Intro
-Elements

-Periods in music history
-Musical analysis

Contextualization
-How is music made?

-By whom?
-How do people talk about it?

Selected topics in music 
of the 20th and 21st

centuries

September October November DecemberAugust

In-class 
discussion: 
Aesthetics

Music 
criticism

Attend a second classical music concert on your own

Writing experiences: Soundscape, 2019, creating primary source documents, creating music 
criticism, concert responses

Midterm 
exam

The role of 
classical 

music in 2019

Final 
exam

Attend a classical music concert on your own

Musical 
careers



Grading in Mu 102
In-class 

participation 
and quickfire 

responses

Writing 
experiences

In-class 
quizzes

Written exams

Final project

PORTION OF YOUR GRADE



Ungrading

• What’s the point of grades?

• How do you know when you’re learning? How do you know you’re 
doing your best?

• Half of the assignments in this class are graded on a scale of 
Credit/No Credit
• In-class participation in discussions and activities 

• Writing experiences 



Music 102: My expectations
• You are adults who are smart, competent, and capable

• You have chosen to be here

• You have obligations and responsibilities in your lives

• Different aspects of this class will be difficult for different people, and 
everyone can improve their skills

• We'll listen to a lot of music this semester

• I am a guide to help you ask and answer hard questions about 
yourself and the world of music

• You will treat me, this classroom, and each other with respect

• The best way to succeed in this class is to applying yourself as intently 
and honestly as you can to every opportunity provided you



Soundscape

Key takeaways

➢Sound can be regarded in many ways, depending on who’s listening 
and how

➢We can expand and deepen interpretation of what we hear, and that 
changes our relationship with the world around us

• Writing #1 will be based on additional soundscape activities you 
complete on your own and is due W Sep 11



Why study music?

• Bianca Bosker, Cork Dork (2017)
• Connections across different disciplines often 

come in surprising places

• Reading for content and style



Getting the most out of your time here

John Cage (1912-92), composer, 
pianist, teacher

Sister Corita Kent (1918-86), nun, 
visual artist, educator



Homework and reminders 

• Assigned reading is available online
• Syllabus and course calendar
• Acoustics, music and the brain, classifying music
• Expect a reading-based, open-note quiz 

• Good weekly habit: Review lecture notes and 
previous assigned reading the day after class

• Look for Quickfire #1 in your email today (due by 5pm 
F Aug 30)

• Soundscape journal and reflective writing due W Sep 
11

• No class on Monday (Labor Day)

• Have a great week!

Study tip: Add our due 
dates into your day 

planner or calendar app!



End quiz – You don’t need to write the 
questions, just the answers

1. When is Quickfire #1 due?
a) Today
b) Friday
c) Next Tuesday

2. Everyone hears in the same way.
a) True
b) False

2. What’s something that surprised you in today’s class?


