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Good study habits: Round table #2 follow-up 
There are two (2) more round table discussions in Mu 101: F Apr 5 / W Apr 10 and the Final Exam. 

Here are some tips and insights from your classmates into ways to best prepare and participate in these 

tasks. Many of them are best practices for all non-discussion classroom settings and homework, too! 

 

Preparing for any class (not just discussions!) 

• Get your notes ready for questions or thoughts that you had about the topic. 

• Prepare like a teacher. 

• Do research on the topic of the day. Give some thought to the possible questions you would ask. 

Choose one section of the topic and pay special attention to it, seeing that the topics are generally 

very broad! 

• Search about the topic online, write notes about it, and also think of questions to ask the other 

students and what questions they might ask me. 

• Make sure I’m mentally and physically prepared. 

• Go over the topics to be discussed. Mentally prepare to be put on the spot. Gather what I would 

like to say and how I want to say it. 

• Bring a sheet of paper with my notes on it so I can reference them during the discussion. 

• Review your information more frequently. Brainstorm different kinds of questions that can 

generate ideas as well as develop talking points. 

 

In class 

• You should try to get everyone involved because their opinion could make a difference. 

• Be clear when you explain something. Speak clearly and with valid information so everyone can 

understand. 

• Be considerate to others as they speak up by letting them finish whatever their thoughts are. 

• Listen more, and give other students a chance to talk. 

• Ask questions that are open-ended. 

• Have a more positive attitude. Remind myself that opinions are different and colorful. Don’t 

interrupt, and do listen carefully. Don’t be biased. Imagine myself in others’ shoes. I guess I 

should do this every day. 

• Be more engaged by trying to contribute ideas that relate to what people are saying. Be 

respectful by listening, taking turns when talking, asking questions, being attentive, and being 

present.  

• Be the challenger.  

• You don’t have to answer your own question. Let the conversation flow smoothly. 

• Tie the material into our everyday lives to make it meaningful. Steer clear from bombarding 

everyone with meaningless facts and information.  

• Ask questions when you need to, ask people to repeat themselves, take notes. 

• Be okay with pauses and “awkward silence.” 
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Read more. 

• I re-read the article at least 3 times. 

• I re-read the articles just before class so I can have them fresh in my mind. 

• Usually, I complete my work outside of class in one session. For a class with the article 

roundtable, I read the articles on different days and at different times. That way, I can pick up 

some extra information I missed, my attitude on certain ideas changes from each reading, and my 

memory is better because I’ll remember certain points and expect to read some knowledge 

gained. 

• I read the article a few times on the day of class, over and over. I tend to read the assigned 

reading days in advance and read on the train and before class. 

 

Take notes. 

• Study. Look over my notes to ensure that I know everything I need for the topic today. I write 

notes down for questions or comments I might want to say. 

• I print out the article and annotate the article (that includes looking up terms and ideas), and 

lastly, read the article thoroughly, a few times.  

• Read the article and jot down some notes; anything that could spark a good conversation and be 

good to talk about, or even something that you didn’t understand and are confused about. 

 

Think. Imagine (or have) a dialogue. 

• I write my personal opinions or ideas on each paragraph. 

• I think of interesting things I want to share with the class rather than just keeping it in my head. 

• I read the article and ask myself questions in order to understand and I write down my personal 

view. 

• I read my assigned article with specific questions in mind, like: Can I relate? If so, how? How 

can I present that to my classmates? Is it worth sharing? Does it relate to something we’ve 

studied in class? How can I make the connection?  

• I thoroughly read the required text, trying to ask myself questions to better understand the 

reading so I can explain it to others. 

• I read the article, take notes based on the content, and discuss the article’s content with my 

colleagues. It helped me to develop a more informed view of what I was examining. 

 

Go beyond the page. 

• I review other class material, too, and organized how I wanted to present the article. 

• I try to connect the ideas in the article to the contents we covered in class, such as online 

discussions and lectures we had. 

• I read more extensively and draft points of interest or points to speak on during the discussion. 

Sometimes, or most times, I do further research to develop my understanding of a particular 

subtopic in the article. 

 

Take care of yourself. 

• I prefer to re-read certain parts of the article to make sure I didn’t miss anything or to get new 

ideas to speak about. I make sure to wake up earlier; this allows me to clear my mind. 


