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Our best practices: Follow-up to Online Discussion #1 (Jan 25-Feb 4) 
In an ideal educational setting, your sense of “doing well” on an assignment should directly correlate to 

a grade that says, “You did well on this!” In Mu 101, the things that you shared with your classmates as 

“best practices” for achieving success in this class are exactly the things that will translate into grades 

that reflect that success.  

 

Some of your classmates’ study tips may be things that you already do—if so, keep doing those things! 

But they may have also mentioned things that aren’t part of your study habits yet. This is an opportunity 

to learn from their best practices and make your educational experience even stronger (while still 

holding onto the things you already do well!). 

 

There are many kinds of “success,” and that’s a big reason why we’ll be using a scale of Credit/No 

Credit for many of our assignments--to honor all the ways in which you are thoughtful, productive, 

interesting thinkers. 

 

 

What does it require to do well in an academic setting? 
 

An attitude of openness and receptivity. The very first thing I focus on is to have is a positive attitude 

towards education and life in general and understand and appreciate the benefits that an education offers 

me. Don’t be afraid to say that you don’t understand something. You should be able to say something 

without being laughed at or judged for it. 

• I think that even when you do not feel comfortable in the class you should have in mind that 

every class is trying to build our knowledge and experience.  

• I try to understand how and why we get to conclusions rather than just knowing them, which 

helps to make it easier to process later on. 

• In group projects or discussion you encounter with people with new and different ideas you came 

to know how much music they know and then you can compare it to yourself which encourage 

you lets see if you feel like or think someone is doing better job then you . You want to do that to 

and plus you can ask for help or guidance from that person. 

• The online environment will become more welcoming to me if I see other people interacting by 

posting their views and other their responses. I become more motivated to post because it is 

something new to me. 

• The ultimate liberty of self-expression. I highly believe that as members of a united community, 

it is essential to diminish negative structuralized norms that were created by society. Having the 

power to ensure a nature of understanding and acceptance within an area sparks periods of 

enlightenment and motivation. Due to personal experiences, I have noticed that environments 

that settle repressed creativity is less likely to build a passionate desire of engagement. The art of 

reevaluating our emotional truths, sharing our constructed revolutionary analogies starts by being 

given the tool of self-expression. Having the capability to think freely, express freely and 

endorse freely enlarges positivity and effectiveness. 

 

In class. I try to do my best in every class, I pay attention and take all the notes that I can during my 

classes. When I am in class, I put my phone away to not get distracted and focus on the lecture because I 

like to get all the knowledge that I can during class.  
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• My best practices for doing well in my classes is being very attentive in class, write down 

everything I hear, and then going home and organizing everything based on how best I 

understand it. 

• To do well in class, I first really focus on what the professor is trying to teach and think about 

different ways to understand the purpose of it and it is used.  

• The best practices that I do well in a class is always show up, do the work that I am asked to get 

done and take jot down very important notes that may appear on a quiz or a future exam. 

• In class, I take notes on whatever is on the board as well as whatever the professor is saying that 

is important. Rewriting your notes is another good way to succeed. It allows you to have a 

neater, more organized notes to review at a future time and reinforces the information after you 

have just learned it. 

 

After class. I try to review the notes that I got in class to understand better the concepts and write if I 

have a question so I can ask the professor the next time. Study class material the day it’s given in class. I 

take a lot of side notes while reading and/or studying. 

 

Use an organizational system to stay on top of deadlines. I try to stay on top of my work by making 

sure all my classwork and homework assignments are 100% completed. My best practices are studying 

and not letting work pile up to ensure that my assignments get done correctly. With this mind set the rest 

really comes naturally such as being organized, resourceful and committed to your studies. For example, 

I setup a study schedule that fits around my classes and personal life making sure that it allows for 

sufficient study time and I make sure to stick to it. I even setup reminders on my phone to both help me 

stick to my study schedule and also to remind me what homework, tests, papers, etc. are due soon. Also, 

I put the dates of the test, papers, and projects in my planner to be organized a get enough time to do it 

on time.  

 

Study smart. To do in class well for me is to study well but also have some breaks, studying non-stop 

can make you forget since all you want is to just finish it in one go. I like to listen to music while i do 

my work and while studying take about 1 hour than take a small breather and continue again. 

 

• Use on-campus resources. I try to use the resources from the school like tutoring, the learning 

center and the office hours of the professor if I need it. Another good practice that works well for 

me is to take full advantage of the academic resources that are offered in school such as tutoring 

services and counseling. Even if I think I have done a good job, I still go ahead and have my 

work critiqued and reviewed by tutors/counselors because it will serve to improve me 

academically…improvement never stops. 

One of my best practices for doing well in a class is to schedule appointments with professor 

during and / or outside office hours to ask questions I would not understand so it would be 

cleared up. I would achieve that success by going over the syllabus assignment sheet to make 

sure I am not missing any assignments for each upcoming class, asking good questions or 

answering questions that would satisfy the professor and writing down questions in advance so 

when I arrive to the professor’s office, I would know what to say. 

 

Keep it all in perspective. I achieve this success by reminding myself of what I want in the future, and 

what it requires to get to that point. I don’t like to study but I know it’s something that I have to do in 
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order to acquire my dream job. I find that encouraging myself plays a big role in passing my classes, 

because if something gets difficult. I tend to doubt myself and question the path that I am on. 

 

Know yourself. I find writing to be the best way of formulating my thoughts and building upon my 

knowledge. My most meaningful, astute observations often take place through my writing pieces 

assigned to me through school. I achieve that success simply just by thinking about whatever I’m 

writing. 

 

Take care of yourself. My diet is very important to me, what I consume before studying or doing any 

homework because if don’t feed my body properly then everything will go downhill. I always stay on 

top of my class assignments and make sure to do as much reading as possible and never leave out the 

fun activities that I like to do, I have to maintain balance. 

 

 

What does “doing well” feel like? 
 

• Success to me is when I have the capability to go into a discussion of what I’ve learned while 

backing up substantial teachings. 

• Doing well in my opinion means performing to the fullest of my capabilities in anything I do. In 

order to achieve this success, I cannot procrastinate, and I have to stay focused throughout. 

• I believe “doing well” means putting in 110% of your effort. It is so much more than just getting 

that A. Being able to be proud of yourself after each semester means that you did your absolute 

best. Never giving up and pushing myself to the finish line and turning that into a habit is 

important for me. 

• Doing well in class to me means that you are not just working to get good grades, but are also 

learning new things along the way 

 

 

Grading on a Credit/No Credit scale 
 

High quality and thoughtful work. “Credit” to me means that the work is of exceptional quality and 

one that is expected of a university student and therefore such level of work is deserving of a “Credit” 

score. Therefore, the way I would measure the quality of my work in this class would be to make sure 

that it effectively and completely addresses the question or subject matter and that it is well written 

reflecting proper grammar and structure. 

 

• I feel when assignments are graded credit/no credit it pushes you to do the best work possible 

somewhat of a competition with yourself due to the fact that you do not want to fail you’re 

expectations. assignments that should earn credit are when you can tell that the person actually 

tried to prove his point or tried his best to get the work done well. 

• I believe that credit should earned by originality and how deep and particular is your thinking 

around the subject. Carefully thought through, not rushed, and well-written assignments should 

earn credit. The work should also be well written and oriented in a manner that it shows the 

student’s effort when the result comes out. 

• Small things like rephrasing the same idea a couple of times would show the reader that it was 

aiming more for quantity over quality. 
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Demonstrate your understanding. Credit should be earned when the student or reader understands the 

topic or question given and shows it with the words they use. When they go into detail and fully explain 

their response instead of just repeating the question in a different way. 

 

• I think the kind of works that should earn credit is how best the student was able to understand 

the task through their writing. I think it’s not about the quantity but about the quality that prove 

whether the student understand the work or not and how long they spend coming up with their 

ideas. I believe a trained professor is able to decipher when a student is trying to get a free pass 

or whether they really did the work by putting the time and effort into it. 

 

Stay on topic. If I wrote something which had nothing to do with that topic or if I fail to linkup or 

explain my point, then not credit is fine with me. 

 

• To receive ‘Credit’ in the grading scale, one’s work should first of all be related to the topic and 

then should show that the student has taken the time to write the assignment and actually has 

tried to get ‘Credit’ for his work. 

 

The honor of doing your own work. Credit to me means you doing the assignment on your own. You 

as the student took your time through blood, sweat, and tears to finish your assignment and make sure 

everything was done correctly. The work that should earn credit on these assignments is answering the 

question but really putting in your thought to the question. It is like trying to analyze or dissect what was 

given to you.  

 

Doing the complete assignment. To get full credit on an assignment is fulfilling all the requirements of 

the assignment. The assignment must be done by you, the one getting the credit. You should have put all 

your effort in the assignment in order to get the full credit. One should also hand in the assignment on 

the date it is due to earn credit.  

 

Be your own critic, and push yourself to do what you know is your best work. In my opinion, I 

think to get credit/ no credit is a different system that leaves the students can be their own critic where 

they are concerned that they have to do good work to get credit.  

 

• Credit to me means putting forth your best work, not for the sake of a grade, but for the sake of 

improving your classmates, and your own thought processes, so that everybody leaves the 

conversation with something they didn’t know or think about before. The kind of work that 

should earn credit is work that enhances discussion or forces us to look at things from a different 

perspective. I would measure the quality of work in the class as by analyzing whether I gained 

anything from doing this assignment, as the goal in doing anything school related is to leave at 

least little smarter. Basically, the goal is to be able to say “Huh, I didn’t think about it that way 

before,” at the end of the piece. 

• Finalizing assignments and completing the given material by credit and no credit symbolizes a 

process that was made by my professor to lighten my duty as a student and prevent overwhelmed 

feelings. I’m allowed to be analyzed by the quality of my work and not as much as quantity. The 

beauty of it all is that it also allows me to determine my level of understanding of the course by 

the level of grading.. 


