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Sections F2 (T 12:10-3) and J2 (T 3:10-6)

Attendance/Reading Quiz!



Recap 

• Opera is a public form of spectacle and entertainment that emerged 
in the Baroque period and is still made today

• Two kinds of singing
• Aria

• Recitative



• Soloist and accompanying ensemble 
(usually an orchestra)
• The soloist plays more difficult and 

interesting material

• Usually in 3 movements: 

I. Allegro 

II. Adagio 

III. Allegro

• How many instruments are playing can 
create sudden dynamic changes

Genre: Concerto

Orchestra

S o l o i s t

c o n d u c t o r

Performances during 
the Baroque era 

didn’t usually have a 
conductor.



Who’s the soloist?

• The soloist plays more commanding, difficult, virtuosic, and 
interesting material than the accompanying ensemble

• Any instrument can be a soloist

Edward Elgar, Cello Concerto in E 
minor, Op. 85 (1919)
Jacqueline du Pre (1945-87), cello

W. A. Mozart, Piano Concerto No. 20 
in D minor, K. 466 (1785)
Alfred Brendel (b. 1937), piano



Break

Take out paper 
for the in-class 

essay



Side 1: Describe (4 minutes)

• Use your 5 senses

• Adjectives

• What do you hear?

• What do you see?



Side 2: Compare and contrast (4 minutes)

• What is it similar to?

• What is it dissimilar to?



Side 3: Associate (4 minutes)

• What memories or thoughts come to mind as you think about the 
piece?



Side 4: Analyze (4 minutes)

• Ask (open-ended) questions

• How do the parts of the piece work together?



Side 5: Apply (4 minutes)

• How could this piece be used or applied? In what context(s)?



Side 6: Argue for and against it (5 minutes)

• What are the piece’s strong suits?

• What are its weaknesses?

• What would someone see as positive in this piece? Who would think 
so?

• What would someone see as negative in this piece? Who would think 
so?



Thesis (5 minutes)

Distill all of your ideas into a one-sentence statement that both (1) 
makes an interesting claim, and (2) could be supported with some of 
the ideas you’ve written down in your cubing.



Reminders

• SBP discussions end on December 9
• 2 comments per SBP

• December 11: Final class
• Impressionism and Expressionism

• Reading is available online

• December 18: Final exam (preparatory blog post for you to read, 
December 10-18)
• Concert Response Essay

• All rewrites due



End write

How is a concerto similar to an opera?

How are these genres dissimilar?


