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Spring 2018

Sections H2 (T 2:10-5), H3 (W 2:10-5), L3 (W 5:10-8)

Attendance/reading Quiz!



Recap

• People study music using the skills and methodologies of many 
academic disciplines (e.g., sociology, psychology)

• People all around the world make music for many reasons

• Not all music is written down (skill, education, cost, purpose)

• Lullabies, children’s songs, work songs, entertainment



Charles Ives (1874-1954), Piano Sonata No. 2 “Concord, 
Mass., 1840-60”, III. Alcotts (1919, rev. 1947)

This movement includes musical quotations from several pieces to recreate 
the feeling of being inside one’s head/reliving a memory:

• Ludwig van Beethoven, Symphony No. 5 in C Minor, Op. 67

• Beethoven, Piano Concerto No. 4 in G Major

• Beethoven, Piano Sonata No. 29 “Hammerklavier”

• Richard Wagner, “Bridal Chorus” from Lohengrin

• Popular songs and hymns: “Martyn,” “Missionary Chant,” “Loch Lommond”

• Chiming of grandfather clock

Memory is messy: incomplete, associative, emotional, not limited to a single 
genre



In-class reading

Alex Ross, “When Music Is Violence,” The New Yorker (2016)



Music and violence: viewer’s choice

• Turkish Janissary ensemble

• Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-75) – Symphony No. 5 (1937)

• Olivier Messaien (1908-92) – Quartet for the End of Time (clarinet, 
violin, cello, piano; 1941)

• Krzysztof Penderecki (b. 1933) – Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima
(strings; 1960)

• Laura Kaminsky (b. 1956) – Vukovar Trio (violin, cello, piano; 1999)



Break



Music creation

“Creativity is first of all an act of destruction”

—Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)

1. Translating gesture into sound

2. Conveying an idea with notation

3. Notation becomes sound



Homework and reminders

• Reading for next class is available online
• Impressionism and Expressionism

• Online participation, April 23-May 13
• SBP-based discussions

• Lead the discussion on your own SBP

• First draft of Course Response Essay due May 1/2 (optional)
• Final draft due May 15/16

• Concert Response Essay due at the final exam: May 22/23



End write

Write a letter to someone who’s not here (friend, family member, 
significant other) in which you describe a piece of music you heard 
today in class.

Your description must:

1. Use the discipline-specific vocabulary we’ve learned this semester

2. Give some historical context for the piece of music you’re describing 
(who, what, where, etc.)

3. Describe your reaction to the piece of music or how it made you 
feel

4. Why you think it’s important (or not) to study music like this piece.


