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Reading quiz

All music that includes a vocal part has words (text).

a) True

b) False



Reading quiz

In the process of musical analysis, a musicologist takes into 
consideration the musical elements within a piece of music, aesthetics 
or ideology, and other piece of music.

a) True

b) False



Reading quiz

If you’re hearing a piece that sounds bright, positive, or cheerful, you’re 
most likely hearing a piece that is in…

a) A major key

b) A minor key

c) No key



Reading quiz

When you’re listening to a piece of music that has words (a text), you 
only need to pay attention to the words in order to understand what 
the piece means.

a) True

b) False



Reading quiz

What was the most interesting or surprising thing you learned from the 
reading(s) this week?



Recap

• Form (binary, ternary, pop song)

• Introduction to musical analysis 
• Description + so what

• Voice types

• Opera



Franz Schubert (1797-1828), Der Erlkönig (1815)

• Text: Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe (1749-1832)

• Singer plays multiple roles in 
a dramatic plot
• Narrator, son, father, devil

• Supernatural folktale

• What is the role of the 
piano?

Moritz von Schwind (1804-71),  
The Elfking (c.1860)

Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau (1925-2012), baritone
Gerald Moore (1899-1987), piano



The middle class of the 19th century

• 15-20% of Western Europe 

• Music making at home

• The piano became larger and more 
powerful because of the Industrial 
Revolution
• The favorite instrument of people making 

music at home. It can play many melodies 
and accompaniments at the same time

• A favorite instrument of virtuosos

• Status symbol in the home
Achille Devéria (1800-57) – In the Salon



Bildung

• Bildung – lifelong project of 
self-cultivation through 
literature, poetry,  and art
• Practiced by members of the 

middle class in Germany and 
Austria

• Bildung circle

• Schubertiad
Mortiz von Schwind (1804-71), 

Schubertiade (1868)



Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Oeuvre

• 600 Lieder

• 9 symphonies

• Chamber music
• 21 piano sonatas

• 400 dances, waltzes, etc. for piano

• 15 string quartets

“I am in the world for the purpose of composing. What I feel in my heart, I give to the world.”  —Franz Schubert

Lied (plural: Lieder)
• Song in German for voice and 

piano
• Lyrical or dramatic poetic text
• The composer draws out the 

meaning of every word through 
texture, form, harmony, and the 
piano accompaniment



Franz Schubert (1797-1828), Gretchen am 
Spinnrade, Op. 2 (1814)



Student Blog Post

• Teach the class about a topic using music

• Any 5 pieces you choose

• Proposal due in class March 20



Homework and reminders

• Weekly reading is available on the website (the Romantic era)

• Online Discussion #6 this week (ends Sunday): Ludwig van Beethoven

• Submit one paragraph of your Course Intro Essay to the section website by 
the end of Saturday, March 10

• Online project, March 12-18: read and provide constructive criticism to each 
others’ paragraphs on your section website (no Online Discussion)

• March 14/20: Midterm exam – listening-based, some vocab/concepts

• March 20/21: Student Blog Post proposal due

• Looking ahead – Concert Response Essay prompt is available online

• Have a great weekend!



End write

Explain musical analysis to someone who’s not in Mu 101 (friend, 
family member, significant other) – How do you do it, and what’s the 
point?


