
AAP: Music 

Travel essay #3: The Met Museum 
Due: January 17, 2018 
 
On January 15, 2018, we will visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art (“the Met”). We will meet at the 
front entrance at 2pm (1000 5th Avenue, Manhattan 10028). 
 
The museum was founded in 1870 and contains thousands of pieces of art from the last 5,000 years 
from all over the world. For our visit, we’re going to focus on just two galleries: The American Wing and 
the Musical Instruments collection. Our goal will be to come away with an even richer understanding of 
American life over the past few centuries—to make it more vivid and personal—and to think about the 
many different ways people have made classical music over time. 
 
You may take pictures of any art that we see as long as you don’t use the flash on your camera. 
 
The American Wing 
The Met’s American collection contains over 17,000 pieces of art made by American artists over the past 
3 centuries. Of these, around 10% (1,700) are on display at any given time in the American Wing. We will 
see: 
 

• Sculpture, stained glass, and architectural elements in the Charles Engelhard Court;  

• Decorative art objects of silver, gold, glass, and ceramics on the courtyard balconies;  

• The story of American domestic architecture and furnishings, 1680–1915, told in 20 historic 

interiors or period rooms 

• A gallery of American paintings, beginning with colonial portraits and ending with the early 20th-

century Ash Can School 

If there is interest, we also have the option of going to another gallery within the museum to see 
paintings and sculpture by artists born after 1876, as well as decorative arts created after World War I, 
which are exhibited in the Department of Modern and Contemporary Art. 
 
Musical instruments gallery  
The Museum's collection of musical instruments includes approximately 5,000 examples from six 
continents and the Pacific Islands, dating from about 300 B.C. to the present. It illustrates the 
development of musical instruments from all cultures and eras. Selected for their technical and social 
importance as well as for their tonal and visual beauty, the instruments may be understood in many 
ways: as art objects, as ethnographic record, and as documents of the history of music and 
performance. 
 
What we’ll see: 
More than 800 objects are displayed in The André Mertens Galleries for Musical Instruments, with one 
hall devoted to Western instruments, arranged by type or family, and the other to non-Western 
instruments, grouped geographically. Among the treasures on display are the oldest extant piano, by 
Bartolomeo Cristofori (Florence, 1720); an important American pipe organ, by Thomas Appleton 
(Boston, 1830); famous violins by Antonio Stradivari; guitars that belonged to the great Spanish classical 
guitarist Andrés Segovia; rare Asian and African instruments made of precious materials; and exquisite 
instruments from the Renaissance and Baroque eras. 
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While the collection is encyclopedic, particular strengths include European and American keyboards, 
wind instruments from the late 17th through the 19th century, and many types of instruments from 
non-Western societies. The basic instrument types, or classifications, are: aerophones, which generate 
sound through the vibration of air; chordophones, through the vibration of strings; membranophones, 
through the vibration of a stretched membrane; and idiophones, which are made of naturally sonorous 
materials that require no additional tension to produce sound. A fifth type, electrophones, generate 
sound electronically or through amplified means. 
 
Your assignment: Tell your story of traveling to and experiencing the museum. What kind of journey did 
you experience as you walked through the museum? As part of your story, describe 5 different pieces of 
art from the American Wing and the musical instruments gallery that interest you and connect them 
with your narrative journey through the museum. For each art piece that you describe, make sure to 
answer the following questions:  
 

• What you do you see? (Be vivid and specific!)  

• What do they make you feel? 

• How do they change/expand/deepen your understanding of America (or of music, if the 
instrument you describe isn’t from America)? 

 
All five pieces that you describe cannot be instruments—at least one must be a piece of art from the 
American Wing. 
 
Remember to give your essay an interesting title! 
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Travel Essay #3 – Rubric (staple to the front of your draft) 
 

Student: ___________________________________________  

 

 

 A strong/good title is engaging, accurate, avoids clichés, and is not too long.  

 

A strong/good essay presents a logical flow of ideas and avoids straying or meandering; a strong/good paragraph 

remains focused on a single main idea, and all sentences within a paragraph support its main idea. 

 

A strong/good essay uses discipline-specific vocabulary appropriately and accurately.  

 

 

A strong/good essay is well-organized and generally contains correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling; a 

strong/good essay demonstrates appropriate and effective word choice and style; in a strong/good essay, the prose is 

easy to follow, precise, and clear; a strong/good essay avoids both vagueness and redundancy; a good/strong essay 

avoids inaccuracies; a strong/good essay analyzes rather than summarizes. 

 

A strong/good essay vividly describes the piece of art in a way that is visual, interesting, relevant, specific, 

sufficient, and directly connected to the main idea; strong/good examples support your argument explicitly; any 

musical examples are accurately described. 

 

A strong/good essay shows the importance, impact, or significance the art piece had for the author in a way that is 

interesting, thoughtful, and vivid. 

 

A strong/good essay addresses the art piece by showing how it leads to further understanding of the world, life, 

people, America, music, or the author in a way that is insightful rather than vague or superficial; a strong/good essay 

goes beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis; a strong/good 

essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration 

 

A strong/good essay vividly describes the piece of art in a way that is visual, interesting, relevant, specific, 

sufficient, and directly connected to the main idea; strong/good examples support your argument explicitly; any 

musical examples are accurately described. 

 

A strong/good essay shows the importance, impact, or significance the art piece had for the author in a way that is 

interesting, thoughtful, and vivid. 

 

A strong/good essay addresses the art piece by showing how it leads to further understanding of the world, life, 

people, America, music, or the author in a way that is insightful rather than vague or superficial; a strong/good essay 

goes beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis; a strong/good 

essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration 

 

Title Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Structure Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Use of technical vocabulary Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Written skill Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #1: Description Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #1: Your reaction Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #1: Significance Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #2: Description Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #2: Your reaction Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #2: Significance Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 
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A strong/good essay vividly describes the piece of art in a way that is visual, interesting, relevant, specific, 

sufficient, and directly connected to the main idea; strong/good examples support your argument explicitly; any 

musical examples are accurately described. 

 

A strong/good essay shows the importance, impact, or significance the art piece had for the author in a way that is 

interesting, thoughtful, and vivid. 

 

A strong/good essay addresses the art piece by showing how it leads to further understanding of the world, life, 

people, America, music, or the author in a way that is insightful rather than vague or superficial; a strong/good essay 

goes beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis; a strong/good 

essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration 

 

A strong/good essay vividly describes the piece of art in a way that is visual, interesting, relevant, specific, 

sufficient, and directly connected to the main idea; strong/good examples support your argument explicitly; any 

musical examples are accurately described. 

 

A strong/good essay shows the importance, impact, or significance the art piece had for the author in a way that is 

interesting, thoughtful, and vivid. 

 

A strong/good essay addresses the art piece by showing how it leads to further understanding of the world, life, 

people, America, music, or the author in a way that is insightful rather than vague or superficial; a strong/good essay 

goes beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis; a strong/good 

essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration 

 

A strong/good essay vividly describes the piece of art in a way that is visual, interesting, relevant, specific, 

sufficient, and directly connected to the main idea; strong/good examples support your argument explicitly; any 

musical examples are accurately described. 

 

A strong/good essay shows the importance, impact, or significance the art piece had for the author in a way that is 

interesting, thoughtful, and vivid. 

 

A strong/good essay addresses the art piece by showing how it leads to further understanding of the world, life, 

people, America, music, or the author in a way that is insightful rather than vague or superficial; a strong/good essay 

goes beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis; a strong/good 

essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration 

 

 

 

Total points _____/190 

 

Letter grade: _____ 
 

Art piece #3: Description Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #3: Your reaction Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #3: Significance Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #4: Description Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #4: Your reaction Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #4: Significance Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #5: Description Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #5: Your reaction Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 

Art piece #5: Significance Strong Good O.K. Weak Points:       /10 


