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SBP Proposal worksheet – Due March 20/21 
Online reference: http://drjonesmusic.me/ student-blog-post-spring-2018 

 

After reading the assignment prompt, and using the in-class lessons on musical analysis as a 

guide (March 6-13 / February 28-March 7), you will submit two potential topics for your SBP. 

 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ Section: ___________ 

 

Proposed topic #1 
 

I. Theme. This is the central idea that your blog post will teach your readers about. Put another 

way, your theme answers the question, “What do these pieces have in common?” You must 

choose a theme from the following list and define it as you’re using it. 

 

Circle the category your theme falls into:  

 

a) Musical feature (i.e., the pieces all have a distinct musical feature or sonic quality in 

common) 

b) Autobiographical (i.e., the pieces all relate to an aspect of your life) 

c) Philosophical (i.e., the pieces all express or grow out of a shared idea or attitude about the 

world; this philosophy may be religious or non-religious) 

d) Socio-economic-political (i.e., the pieces allow you to think about or understand a 

historical event, social structure, political relationship, gender, race, class, or national 

identity) 

e) Function (i.e., the pieces are all used in a similar way by different people, or they are 

used for similar purposes) 

f) Artistic (i.e., the pieces are part of another artistic movement found in other artistic 

disciplines) 

g) Other (something that doesn’t fall into one of the above categories) 

 

II. In the space below, write a sample thesis statement that shows what your theme means in the 

context of your SBP (e.g., I will be connecting 5 pieces that all express women’s attitudes in the 

US in the 1980s / I will share 5 pieces that remind me of going to baseball games with my older 

brother / These pieces all show how important meditation is to Buddhist monks in Japan). 

 

 

 

 

http://drjonesmusic.me/%20student-blog-post-spring-2018
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III. List your 5 pieces  

1. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

2. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

3. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

4. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

5. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

 

 

IV. Write a sample paragraph about one of your five pieces. In your paragraph, you should 

describe a single, distinct musical feature (i.e., a sound that you hear) and show how this musical 

feature connects directly to your main theme.  

 

The musical feature that you analyze must be chosen from this list: melody, harmony, rhythm, 

meter, dynamics, tempo, texture, instrumentation, or form  

 

(N.B., you may also discuss text in your SBP to enhance your discussion of other musical 

features, but you cannot discuss text to the exclusion of other sounds contained in the piece—this 

is a music class, not a poetry class!). 

 

Staple your paragraph to this worksheet (12-point font, double-spaced, 1” margins). 
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V. What is one web resource that you would cite in your SBP to help support your ideas, show 

your readers where your ideas came from, or offer to let them continue reading about the topic? 

(N.B., this source may not be an encyclopedia of any kind, including Wikipedia.) 

 

Author (if known): 

 

Title of article/book/web page: 

 

 

URL: http:// 

 

 

Summarize the contents of this page (i.e., why did you choose it, or what value does it have for 

your potential readers?). 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed topic #2 
 

I. Theme. This is the central idea that your blog post will teach your readers about. Put another 

way, your theme answers the question, “What do these pieces have in common?” You must 

choose a theme from the following list and define it as you’re using it. 

 

Circle the category your theme falls into:  

 

a) Musical feature (i.e., the pieces all have a distinct musical feature or sonic quality in 

common) 

b) Autobiographical (i.e., the pieces all relate to an aspect of your life) 

c) Philosophical (i.e., the pieces all express or grow out of a shared idea or attitude about the 

world; this philosophy may be religious or non-religious) 

d) Socio-economic-political (i.e., the pieces allow you to think about or understand a 

historical event, social structure, political relationship, gender, race, class, or national 

identity) 

e) Function (i.e., the pieces are all used in a similar way by different people, or they are 

used for similar purposes) 

f) Artistic (i.e., the pieces are part of another artistic movement found in other artistic 

disciplines) 

g) Other (something that doesn’t fall into one of the above categories) 

 

II. In the space below, write a sample thesis statement that shows what your theme means in the 

context of your SBP (e.g., I will be connecting 5 pieces that all express women’s attitudes in the 
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US in the 1980s / I will share 5 pieces that remind me of going to baseball games with my older 

brother / These pieces all show how important meditation is to Buddhist monks in Japan). 

 

 

 

 

 

III. List your 5 pieces  

1. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

2. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

3. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

4. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  

 

5. Composer/performer: 

 

Title: 

 

Date of composition or recording:  
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IV. Write a sample paragraph about one of your five pieces. In your paragraph, you should 

describe a single, distinct musical feature (i.e., a sound that you hear) and show how this musical 

feature connects directly to your main theme.  

 

The musical feature that you analyze must be chosen from this list: melody, harmony, rhythm, 

meter, dynamics, tempo, texture, instrumentation, or form  

 

(N.B., you may also discuss text in your SBP to enhance your discussion of other musical 

features, but you cannot discuss text to the exclusion of other sounds contained in the piece—this 

is a music class, not a poetry class!). 

 

Staple your paragraph to this worksheet (12-point font, double-spaced, 1” margins). 

 

V. What is one web resource that you would cite in your SBP to help support your ideas, show 

your readers where your ideas came from, or offer to let them continue reading about the topic? 

(N.B., this source may not be an encyclopedia of any kind, including Wikipedia.) 

 

Author (if known): 

 

Title of article/book/web page: 

 

 

URL: http:// 

 

 

Summarize the contents of this page (i.e., why did you choose it, or what value does it have for 

your potential readers?). 

 

 

 

 


