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This essay is an opportunity for you to reflect on your experience in this course—through in-

class materials, writing assignments, and online projects—and your journey as a budding 

musicologist. Think of it as an extension of or response to the Course Intro Essay. 

 

By this point in the semester, you’re familiar with the processes and expectations of Mu 101. 

Therefore, turning in a first draft of this assignment will be optional. You’re mature and 

organized enough to know what you need to do, know how to prioritize this assignment amongst 

the rest of your school and personal obligations, and have received enough feedback on other 

assignments to know how to improve your own writing. 

 

Project Timeline and Due Dates (all in-class) 

Task Section H2 (Tuesdays) 

Sections H3 and L3 

(Wednesdays) 

Essay prompt distributed 

and discussed 
April 24 April 25 

First draft due (optional) May 1 May 2 

First draft returned with 

instructor comments in 

class 

May 8 May 9 

Final draft due May 15 May 16 

 

Late assignments 

First drafts are optional, and late assignments will not be accepted. 

 

Late final essays will lose 1 point per day, up to the final exam. After that, late essays will not be 

accepted. 

 

Formatting 

When you hand in your essay, staple together in order: 

 

1) Grading rubric – include your name and section # 

2) Your course response essay 
 

The basics of all Mu 101 essays still apply:  

• 12-point font, double spaced, 1” margins, no extra blank lines between paragraphs, indent 

(tab) the first line of each paragraph, and include a descriptive and enticing title 



Mu 101  

Spring 2018 

• Do not include a heading – your name and section number will be included on the rubric 

attached to your hard copy submission 

Prompt 

Write a 3-4 page reflection essay in which you address the following six topics in any order you 

choose—you might even want to combine certain topics into the same paragraph if your ideas 

naturally converge. Use at least one concrete, specific example to support each of your five 

responses.  

 

1) Instructor-led blog posts: What role did these ten (10) posts play in expanding your 

knowledge and understanding of music? What was the most surprising or interesting part 

of this portion of the course? 

2) What did you learn from the peer feedback you received on your Course Intro Essay 

paragraph and your SBP? What did it feel like to be the teacher instead of the student? 

What was the most interesting or surprising thing about the class blog experience on the 

website for your section of Mu 101?  
3) What did you learn about yourself from this course? 
4) If you were to add or change one thing to this course that would allow you to improve 

your skills as a musicologist, what would it be? 
5) Return to your Course Intro Essay and your thoughts about musicology—how have your 

ideas evolved over the course of this semester? Discuss at least one of the questions you 

responded to in that essay: 
a. What do you think the most important thing is when it comes to determining what 

a piece of music means (the musical sounds themselves, the listener’s personal 

past experiences and background knowledge, how a listener listens, or the 

performer)? 

b. Why do you think you’ll be a good musicologist? What aspects of becoming a 

musicologist do you think will be difficult for you?  

c. What aspect of the course/calendar are you most looking forward to? What aspect 

of the course/calendar are you least looking forward to/are worried about?  

6) What’s the point of musicology? Or, why bother learning to think deeply about music at 

all? 

 

As always, use specific, concrete examples to support, clarify, and demonstrate your answers to 

these questions. A strong essay will connect your ideas from one paragraph to another (and ties 

them together with the introduction and conclusion), so that the final product reads like one 

coherent idea rather than six separate free-writing prompts. Refer to the attached rubric to make 

sure your essay fulfills all expectations. 

 

A revision reflection is not required for this assignment. 

 


