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Midterm exams dates: 

 

J2 (Tuesdays): October 17 

C3A (Wednesdays): October 18 

 

The midterm exam will be largely listening-based, drawing upon everything discussed in class 

and online so far. 

 

You will not be asked to identify a specific piece by name or composer. You will be asked to 

identify musical features that you hear (texture, meter, instruments, and simple forms, etc.), just 

as we do in class every day. 

 

There will also be factual questions, similar to those that appear on the weekly reading quizzes 

about vocabulary and concepts covered in class, online, and in assigned readings. 

 

Below is a list of everything we’ve covered so far and the kinds of questions you should ask 

yourself as you study or review your notes. Also refer to the study tips included on the class 

website (under “Academic Resources”). 

 

Time periods 
When did they occur? Name a composer we’ve studied from each. 

 

Medieval 

Renaissance  

Baroque 

Classical  

Romantic 

20th Century

 

 

Forms 
How are each of these forms different?  

 

Binary form  

Pop song form 

Ternary form 

 

Composers 
When did they live? Where did they work (and is that different from where they were born)? 

What pieces did we study by them (in class and online)? What was significant about their life? 

What was significant about their music? How did they fit into the narrative of music history 

we’ve been learning in class? 
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John Luther Adams  

Ludwig van Beethoven 

Johannes Brahms 

Benjamin Britten 

Frédéric François Chopin 

Claude Debussy 

Edvard Grieg 

Martin Luther 

Olivier Messaien 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

Arvo Pärt 

Krysztof Penderecki 

Pérotin  

Richard I (aka Richard the Lionheart) 

Franz Schubert 

Clara Schumann 

Robert Schumann 

John Philipp Sousa 

Pytor Ilyich Tchaikovsky   

Giuseppe Verdi 

Antonio Vivaldi

 

 

Vocabulary/topics covered in class 
What do each of these words mean? What composers are associated with each of these terms? 

What pieces did we listen to that are associated with these terms? How do they fit into the 

narrative of music history we’ve been learning in class? 

 

Aristocracy  

Bildung 

Chorale 

Composer  

Conservatory 

Disability  

Dynamics 

Education 

Gender  

Gregorian chant 

Harmony 

Iconography 

Industrial Revolution 

Instruments and instrument families 

Janissary 

Lied 

Melody 

Middle class 

Musicology 

Music therapy 

Opera  

Orchestra 

Orchestration 

Performer 

Piece  

Religion 

Rhythm 

Shakuhachi 

String quartet 

Tempo 

Texture 

Voice types

 


