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Follow up to in-class guided writing on Richard Wagner (week of 

October 17/18) 
 

Below is a sampling of student reactions to Wagner’s writing (excerpt from Jewishness in Music 

[1860] and Prelude to Lohengrin, Act III [1850])—all of these ideas could form the basis of a 

meaningful analytical paper: interpreting the meaning of musical sounds and showing how your 

listening experience evolved based on specific information to lead you to an interpretation. 

 

Wagner is similar to… 

Adele (multiple votes) 

The Beatles 

Beyoncé (multiple votes)  

Justin Bieber  

Phil Collins 

Celine Dion 

Snoop Dogg 

Eminem (multiple votes) 

Lady Gaga (multiple 

votes) 

Green Day 

Michael Jackson (multiple 

votes) 

Billy Joel 

Kendrick Lamar 

Logic 

Bruno Mars 

Ozzy Osbourne 

Dolly Parton 

Elvis Presley 

Prince 

Queen 

Travis Scott 

Tupac Shakur 

Biggie Smalls 

Taylor Swift 

The Weeknd 

Kanye West (multiple 

votes) 

John Williams 

Young Thug 

 

 

Changing for the worse 

My listening experience differed from my initial perspective because I gained a more passionate 

feeling toward Wagner’s arrogant self. I imagine an anti-Semitic image of discomfort, and it 

makes me less appreciative of his music/composition. 

 

I’m not as excited to listen to it anymore, knowing more about him has all but ruined this for me. 

Now in the music it’s “hear how great I am,” and coupled with the fact that his music was used 

to support he Nazi Party, any storytelling this piece does is going to be tainted. It still sounds the 

same as if it wants to tell a happy/sad story, but for whom is the question, and it has me torn. A 

person with hatred that runs so deep in their heart isn’t someone I want to praise. 

 

The music seems less powerful because while I was listening the thought of him being anti-

Semitic was in my head. 

 

Neutral/Listeners who distinguish between the person and the music 

It’s different because now I have in the back of my head that he was hating on the Jews. Like the 

music may sound nice but now I have a bias, and a skewed way of looking at it so right off the 

bat, I dislike it. 

 

I mean, I still like the piece… just not him. 
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My listening experience is NOT different now compared with my first impression of the piece 

because even if Wagner sounds like a mean person with an ego as large as it can be, his music is 

great and that won’t change no matter what. The composer writes the piece to deliver a message, 

to tell a story, but what story the listener will have is up to the listener. 

 

It stays the same because I enjoy the piece. Music can be interpreted in many ways. There’s may 

interesting things in his music, the sound of a piece blending all together. 

 

The piece now sounds like a piece of celebration and pride. The loudness and boldness can 

resemble an expression of gloating and the end possibly represents a conquest. 

 

Learning about your personal listening experience because of Wagner 

I only ever get a tone of “hate” through vocals. There are none in this piece. If there were, and 

they emphasized his hate towards Jews, then I could say that I dislike this piece. But I do believe 

it’s pretty good for the most part. 

 

My first impressions of the piece were positive. I thought it was dynamic, exciting, etc. I could 

not find a flaw in it. Even now I think the piece is amazing, but knowing Wagner was a racist 

makes it impossible for me to enjoy his music. It just goes to show that ignorance really is bliss. 

 

Cautious 

There’s a sense of non-violent take-over after listening with the new info on Wagner. The piece 

sounds like it’s cocky at first, but that can be confused with pride and beliefs. 

 

Connecting to broader context beyond the piece of music 

Coming back to the old song after learning about Wagner’s ego, I feel that this song is him 

showing off. Now it sounds like it was made to glorify himself/Germany. To me his views are 

like how many Americans view the US today. We call the US the “leader of the free world,” yet 

India has the most democratic governmental system, while Europe has free health care and the 

best educational system. 


