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Simple definition: 

 

Musical analysis = description + so what 

 

• Things to describe: text, melody, harmony, rhythm, meter, dynamics, tempo, texture, 

instrumentation/orchestration, form 

• So what = interpretation 

 

Oftentimes, almost any interpretation is possible, but some interpretations are more compelling 

than others, and interpretations that draw upon multiple musical features for support are always 

stronger than those that rely only one or two. Interpretations that clearly use a description of 

musical features to link to other substantive ideas, experiences, music, or art are the strongest and 

the most meaningful. 

 

 

In-class student definitions 

Musical analysis is a pretty important part of understanding and interpreting music. It helps you 

understand why the writer/composer made their piece sound the way it does. Musical analysis 

has a lot of depth, but it isn’t impossible for those that don’t have extensive knowledge. You take 

a look at different musical features and try to rationalize why they’re done the way they are in 

the piece. Why is there emphasis on this part? Why did the composer keep their rhythm up until 

this point and stop? Questions like this help you analyze music and understand it. 

 

To explain musical analysis to someone not in this class, I would tell them that they would need 

to go in-depth with a piece of music. By this, I mean they would have to understand the melody 

of a song, the harmony, the rhythm, and so on and use their knowledge of these musical features 

to decipher a piece of music. The purpose of this is to give a piece of music meaning to them. 

This is like playing a game and increasing [one’s] knowledge of music. 

 

Musical analysis is when you actively listen to a song and interpret all the components of it. 

Some of these components are melody, texture, etc. To do this is simple because even without 

knowing musical components you can always lead with how you hear or what you hear in music. 

The point is to connect through music to have a better understanding of how one feels. We do it 

to emphasize understanding, empathy, and sympathy to make us better as people. 

 

Musical analysis is how you picture music and how your emotions collide with each other. The 

point of this is so you don’t get confused on what the artist is trying to portray or give up to the 

listeners. 


