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Music and Ideas follow-up – week of March 6-10 
 

Key takeaway: The same idea can be expressed by different pieces of music, and the same piece 

of music can express different ideas simultaneously. 

 

Same idea, different pieces 

Johann Joachim Quantz is trying to communicate that if you naturally are not into science or 

other academic study then you shall definitely have no ability in music. Why? Because 

mathematics, science, philosophy, poetry, and oratory influence music, and if you don’t have 

knowledge of any of these academics then you are missing an advantage to be great in this 

service. But if you have the advantage and power over other musicians, your work will be 

greater. This reminds me of music by Georg Philipp Telemann because he was the greatest 

composer of his lifetime, and he accomplished this by being the greatest during his time 

[studying several instruments and knowing about music and botany]. 

 

I believe that Quantz is trying to state that those who seek to gain knowledge, whether 

academically or not, will become more and more talented when it comes to music. This gives the 

musician the opportunity to become better at their craft than others. Mozart’s Sonata in C Major 

reminds me of this because of the use of the instrument. By this, I mean that the talented needed 

to compose such a piece takes knowledge of music and skill. 

 

Same piece, different ideas 

The piece we listened to today was the string quartet by Joseph Haydn. Just like Immanuel Kant 

said, “In order for something to be called ‘art,’ it must be beautiful,” and I thought that this piece 

was beautiful; therefore it’s art. 

 

I think what Johann Wolfgang von Goethe is trying to say is that each person who’s playing an 

instrument is of equal importance in a [string] quartet; none is better than the others, just 

different in their own unique way. The musical piece I can identify this with is the string quartet 

with violins, violas, and cellos [by Joseph Haydn, String Quartet Op. 33 No. 2] because it’s four 

people playing their different instruments. Each instrument had their own notes to play even 

though the instruments were different. 

 

To me, when I hear “true art imitates nature” [Johann Birnbaum], I think of how endless nature 

is. So many different creatures in nature speak to its ability to keep surprising us. This little quote 

reminds me of “The Joke” by Joseph Haydn because Haydn tricks the listener into believing that 

the piece is over several times when it actually continues. This little surprise can be linked to the 

unpredictability of nature, because in nature nothing is 100% predictable. 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their creator with certain unalienable rights…” Based on the United States Declaration of 

Independence, I believe the author is trying to communicate that these are one’s rights, this is the 

way things will be handled. But in reality the Declaration of Independence was not as specific as 

it seemed, which later caused problems in history. Honestly speaking, sadly it reminds me of the 

last piece we listened to titled “The Joke” [Joseph Haydn, String Quartet Op. 33 No. 2] because 
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in a sense a lot of things in history are funny yet sad because it’s as if “Why did these issues ever 

occur?” The thought that Haydn would purposely lead the audience on as if the piece was over is 

similar to what is said in the Declaration of Independence. Though the thoughts may seem clear, 

it’s really not detailed enough to have just one interpretation. 

 


