
Mu 110: Introduction to Music
Instructor: Dr. Alice Jones

Queensborough Community College

Spring 2017

Sections F1 (Mondays 12:10-3) and F4 (Thursdays (12:10-3)

Are you new to class today? Pick up a syllabus and fill out a student information sheet

Attendance/Reading Quiz!



Recap

• Musical meaning = 
• What you hear and how you interpret it
• The listening experience you have and everything that experience entails (your memories, 

intentions, physical sensations, broader associations)

• Musical descriptions: details vs. impression 

• Primacy of recorded music in your lives

• Comments on informal writing = ways to keep pushing your thought process

• Daily grade = in-class writing, discussion participation, and quizzes averaged 
together



Melody

• Line or tune of music

• Often the highest or most prominent line in a musical 
texture

• Guides a listener through a piece of music like a story

1. Recognize the melody
2. Remember the melody

3. Follow the melody



Melody

• Group of notes played one after another that are heard as a 
coherent, complete unit 

• Horizontal element of music
• One note after another

• Plays a central role in most musics around the world

• Variety of melodic shapes, contours, characteristics contribute 
to a piece’s emotional quality
• Ascending, descending, static, wave-like
• Conjunct motion, disjunct motion

• The end of a phrase is called a cadence
• A cadence is a point of rest
• The end of a phrase can be weak (like a comma) or strong 

(like a period or exclamation point)

“It is the melody which is 
the charm of music, and 
it is that which is most 

difficult to produce. The 
invention of a fine 
melody is a work of 

genius.” 
–Joseph Haydn (1732-

1809)



Melody
Claude Debussy, Prelude to the 
Afternoon of a Faun (1894)

Frédéric François Chopin (1810-1849), 
Mazurka Op. 17 No. 2 in E minor (1833)

Motive
Repeated lower 
and embellished

Contrasting 
idea

Contrasting 
idea, extended

Anonymous, Kyrie eleison



Musical meaning: music is a temporal art

• It’s all about context!

• A musical sound has no inherent meaning – we 
only know what a sound means after it happens

• Musical meaning comes from the relationship of 
what we’re hearing now to everything we’ve 
already heard (both in the piece and in our lives)

“At no point can you seize the musical experience and hold 
it… This never ending flow of music forces us to use our 

imaginations, for music is in a continual state of becoming.”   

– Aaron Copland, Music and Imagination (1952)



Texture

• Composite musical sound: the “fabric”

• Different layers interacting
• Melody, inner voices, bass line, countermelody, accompaniment

• Instrumentation – what kind and how many instruments or voices are 
playing
• How many instruments (voices) are playing?

• What kind of instruments (voices) are playing?

• What is each instrument (voice) doing?

• With what kind of style are they playing? 



Texture – changing textures

• Different textures produce different feelings

• Some lines become more or less active

• Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, I. Allegro (1787)

1 3

2 4

Strong, assertive, 
declamatory, fanfare

Activity, bright, joyful, 
scurrying/murmuring

Smooth, connected, sweet, 
gooey, charming

Buildup of tension, conflict, 
more intense



Texture

Monophonic

Homorhythmic

Homophonic

Polyphonic

Anonymous, Kyrie eleison

Ke$ha, We R Who We R (2010)

The Weeknd, The Hills 
(2015)

Franz Schubert, Die Forelle (1817)

Simon and Garfunkel, 
Scarborough Fair (1966)



Texture

Monophonic

Homorhythmic

Homophonic

Polyphonic

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
Duets for Flute and Oboe, “Der 
Volgelfanger bin ich ja” (1791)

Ahmet Kuşgöz & Ensemble – Hasan ‘im



Describing texture: style of playing

• Legato or slurred

• Notes are played in a smooth and connected manner 
rather than separated

• The notes “touch” each other

• Staccato – short, detached notes (all instruments, voices)

• Pizzicato – plucking technique used by string instruments 
only

Niccolò Paganini, Moto 
perpetuo, Op. 11 (1835) played 
by James Galway, flute



Similar to the chorus 
(foreshadowing!)

Form: noticing changes in musical sounds

Instruments only 
Anticipating quality

Vocals
Telling a story

Catchy, memorable, 
emotional peak
Fuller, richer sound
The “hook”

Same melody and texture
New words

Contrasting section –
different texture

Identical 
(repetition)

Repetition 
adds finality/ 
closure

Delays the 
last chorus

1 3 5 7

2 4 6

ChorusBridgeChorusVerseChorusVerseIntro



In-class writing: What is music?

Aliens have come to Earth, and they’re very confused about a lot of 
things we humans do, chief among them listening to music. 

We’re not sure exactly what aspect of music is so intriguing to the 
aliens, so we want to explain music to them as fully as we possibly can.



Formal writing: Course Intro Essay

• A prompt is just that: a thing that prompts you to think about a topic 
and take it in a new direction.

• First draft due February 23



Homework and reminders

• Online Discussion #2 is happening this week!
• Ends February 19
• Have you emailed me your username yet?

• Online Discussion #3, February 20-26

• Assigned reading for next class is available online
• Instruments and concert going
• Rhythm
• Music of the Baroque period

• Course Intro Essay first draft due Thursday, February 23

• Have a great weekend!


