
Mu 110 

Fall 2016 

Free-write essay 
 

September 23 – first draft due 

September 30 – in-class editing and revision 

October 6 – final draft due 

 

This essay will be an opportunity for you to expand on ideas that we have discussed in class and 

further develop your good habits of writing and revision. Choose one of the four (4) in-class 

writing prompts presented so far this semester and expand upon it, turning it into a two-page 

essay. Use the feedback you’ve received on your in-class writing (such as questions written in 

the margins of your papers), in-class discussions, assigned reading, online class discussions, and 

anything else you’ve learned so far this semester to add depth to your ideas. Whenever possible, 

use specific examples. All of these essay prompts ask you to draw upon your own experience, 

knowledge, and insight, so make it clear what it is that you’re basing your ideas upon—you 

might not have thought about these ideas thoroughly before, but this essay is an opportunity to 

explore the why behind your opinions, ideas, and feelings. 

 

Formatting requirements: 

 

 12-point font  

 Double spaced 

 1” margins 

 2 pages 

 Do not include a heading. 

 Include a catchy, interesting, and descriptive title for your essay. 

 Staple together in order: 1. Grading Rubric (with your name and section #, C5A or F5A) 

and 2. Your first draft 

 

 

  



Mu 110 

Fall 2016 

In-class writing prompts, slightly reworded for clarity or expanded for the purposes of this essay 

(choose any one of them to expand into your Free-write Essay). 

 

1. How do you usually listen to music? What do you listen for when you listen to music? What 

kind of music do you like? What similarities or cause-effect relationships do you see between the 

ways in which you typically listen to music and the kind of musical details or interpretations you 

are able to make about the music you hear? 

 

2. Define “music.” In class, we approached this question from several different angles, any of 

which you can use as a starting point for this essay: Who listens to music? Why do they listen to 

music? Where do they listen to music? When do they make music? How do they listen to music? 

Who makes music? Why do they make music? Where do they make music? When do they make 

music? How do they make music? What is music? What does music do? What purpose(s) does 

music serve? Where is music? When is music? Why is music? How is music? 

 

3. Argue reasons why people forbid music as well as reasons people not forbid music.  

 

4. In Europe during the Renaissance, Baroque, and Classical eras (c. 1500-1800), the patronage 

system was the governing economic and employment system for musicians (and other artists). 

Thinking about the way that music is made, consumed, and used, compare and contrast these 

two time periods—focus on the role that music plays in people’s lives not the differences in how 

music sounds today vs. in the past.  

 


