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 Very 

good 

O.K. Needs 

improvement 

Title 
The title is engaging, accurate, avoids clichés, and is not too long. 

   

Introduction 
The introduction is engaging and makes me want to read more of the essay. Based on the 

introduction, I have a clear idea of what the author will say later in the essay. 

   

Body Paragraph #1: Description and Analysis 
The music is described accurately and in a way that lets me know exactly what the 

author is talking about. The meaning of the piece (the author’s interpretation) is 

explicitly and convincingly linked to the description of the music. The sentences flow 

easily and logically from one to the next, and the paragraph stays on topic. 

   

Body Paragraph #2: Apply 
The paragraph includes evidence or details to support its main idea. The ideas in the 

paragraph are interesting or surprising. The ideas in the paragraph go beyond the 

superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis. The 

sentences flow easily and logically from one to the next, and the paragraph stays on 

topic. 

   

Body Paragraph #3: Argue 
The paragraph includes a clear thesis statement which is supported by evidence or 

details. The paragraph includes musical details from the piece. The ideas in the 

paragraph are interesting or surprising. The ideas in the paragraph go beyond the 

superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or synthesis. The 

sentences flow easily and logically from one to the next, and the paragraph stays on 

topic. The paragraph includes a quotation from the assigned Magee text that is 

seamlessly and effectively incorporated into a sentence of the author’s own words. 

   

Conclusion 
The conclusion sums up the main ideas of the essay and answers any questions I still had 

after reading the preceding paragraphs. 

   

 

What’s one thing that think the author did well in this essay? 

 

 

 

 

Does the essay have a clear thesis statement? Yes No 

Make a suggestion for improving the essay’s thesis statement (or adding one if you couldn’t find 

it):  

 

 

 

 

Any other suggestions for improvement: 

 


