
Mu 110 

Spring 2016 

Mu 110 Introduction to Music 

Project 2: Introduction to Musicological Analysis 2 – final draft rubric 

Due May 6 

 

Student: ___________________________________________ 

 

When you hand in your essay, staple together in order: 

 

1) This page Missing: -5 points off final draft grade 

Not stapled: -5 points off final draft grade 

 

2) Final grading rubric Missing: -5 points off final draft grade 

 

3) Your final draft  Letter grade 

Late: -1 point per day, up to 2 weeks 

 

4) Second draft and instructor comments Participation grade (0 or 100) 

 

5) First draft and peer editing rubric from 

April 15 

 

Participation grade (0 or 100) 

6) Prewriting from April 8 Participation grade (0 or 100) 

 

 

 

  



Mu 110 

Spring 2016 

 

Project 2 – Final grading rubric 

 Strong Good O.K. Weak 

Title 
The title is engaging, accurate, avoids clichés, and is not too long. 

    

Critical Thinking 
The thesis is insightful rather than vague or superficial; the essay demonstrates 

an accurate understanding of the musical content and goes beyond the 

superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, and/or 

synthesis; the essay addresses the implication of the ideas under consideration. 

    

Structure 
The essay contains an effective, engaging, and clear introduction; the essay 

presents a logical flow of ideas; the essay avoids straying or meandering; each 

paragraph remains focused on the idea of its topic sentence; the conclusion 

effectively sums up the main points but is not a repetition of the introduction. 

    

Body Paragraph #1: Description and Analysis 
The paragraph describes at least three musical features, and the musical 

examples used are interesting, relevant, specific, sufficient, and directly 

connected to the thesis; the musical examples are accurately described. The 

meaning of the piece (the author’s interpretation) is explicitly and convincingly 

linked to the description of the music. The sentences flow easily and logically 

from one to the next, and the paragraph stays on topic. 

    

Body Paragraph #2: Apply 
The paragraph accurately and explicitly engages the assigned passage from 

Magee and includes evidence or details to support its main idea. The ideas in 

the paragraph are interesting or surprising. The ideas in the paragraph go 

beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, 

and/or synthesis. The sentences flow easily and logically from one to the next, 

and the paragraph stays on topic. 

    

Body Paragraph #3: Argue 
The paragraph includes a clear thesis statement which is supported by evidence 

or details. The paragraph includes musical details from the piece. The ideas in 

the paragraph are interesting or surprising. The ideas in the paragraph go 

beyond the superficial by thoughtfully incorporating comparison, contrast, 

and/or synthesis. The sentences flow easily and logically from one to the next, 

and the paragraph stays on topic. The paragraph includes a quotation from the 

assigned Magee text that is seamlessly and effectively incorporated into a 

sentence of the author’s own words. 

    

Use of technical vocabulary 
The essay uses discipline-specific vocabulary appropriately and accurately. 

    

Written Skill 
The essay is well-organized and generally contains correct grammar, 

punctuation, and spelling; the essay demonstrates appropriate and effective 

word choice and style; the prose is easy to follow, precise, and clear; the essay 

avoids both vagueness and redundancy. 

    

Requirements 
The essay adheres to the requirements of prompt (length, format, number of 

examples, and kinds of examples) and includes all drafts, prewriting, and 

editing comments. 

    

 
Grade: ___________ 


