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First draft, due March 23 

 

When you hand in your essay, staple together in order: 

 

1) Grading rubric 

2) Your essay 

3) Prewriting from March 18 

 

Before you start to write, first read the rubric that will be used to assess your writing. 

 

Using your in-class thesis and brainstorming, write a 2-page essay about what this piece of music 

means and why you think that this is what it means. Your essay should be typed (12-point font, 

double spaced, and 1-inch margins) and will have three main sections: 

 

1) Introduction 

2) Body 

3) Conclusion 

 

The introduction is the opening paragraph of your essay, and it should introduce the reader to 

the piece of music you’ll be talking about (composer and title), the musical features you think are 

most important to listen for in the piece (from step 8 of your pre-writing), and the main sense of 

meaning that you think the piece communicates. Your thesis statement (from step 7 of your pre-

writing) should be included in this paragraph, and it is often the last sentence in the first 

paragraph of an essay like this.  

 

The body of your essay provides examples that support your thesis. All the brainstorming you 

did during your in-class pre-writing (step 3) will provide material for the body of your essay. As 

you write this section of your essay, you can imagine yourself talking about this piece of music 

and what you think it means to another person. If that person didn’t agree with your thesis, what 

would you say to convince them of your idea? In the body paragraphs you will walk your reader 

through your thought process, focusing on one musical feature in each paragraph. 

 

You may find that the topic sentences you wrote in class don’t work in your actual essay. That’s 

not a problem—you can reword them to better fit the flow of your essay. Here are three 

examples of topic sentences: 

 

 I think this piece means X because I hear [musical feature 1]. 

 I also think that my interpretation is supported by [musical feature 2]. 

 Finally, [musical feature 3] also contributes to the main idea that this piece 

communicates. 

 

After its topic sentence, each paragraph will show why that musical feature contributes to the 

main meaning of the piece (your thesis). Each paragraph will provide examples of what happens 

in the music that contribute to your sense of what the piece means (these examples support your 

thesis): 



 

 Describe what you hear concerning that musical feature. Include at least three 

observations about the musical feature. Think about answering the question: “What did I 

hear?” 

o Example (not from Gretchen am Spinnrade): The melody begins with disjunct 

motion. The melodic range is very large. The overall melodic contour is rising. 

 State clearly why this aspect of the music supports your thesis. Think about answering 

the question: “Why does this musical detail matter to what the piece means?” 

o Example: These melodic features create a sense of unease because the melody 

never feels settled.  

 

Optional body paragraph #4: Based on the musical features you’ve chosen to write about or the 

argument that you’re making, you may find it helpful to include a fourth body paragraph that 

links your musical features together and demonstrates how they work together. An example of 

this may be demonstrating how changes in the harmony (or rhythm or any other feature) 

reinforce the details you’ve already mentioned in the melody.  

 

In the conclusion paragraph, you should restate your main point (your thesis) in a new way and 

also offer ways for your reader to keep thinking about what you’ve said. You should do this by 

applying the argument you’ve made applicable to other situations. Examples of the kinds of 

questions you could answer in your conclusion: 

 

 How are the observations you’ve made about this piece true in other examples of 

music? 

 How can you apply your analysis to other works of music? 

 What did you learn over the course of writing this essay? 

 Why might someone else interpret the same musical features differently? 

 Could the piece of music mean something other than what you’ve argued in this 

essay?  
 


