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Final draft, due April 8 
 

You must submit this essay two ways: hard copy and email. The hard copy is due in class in 

April 8. The email copy is due by 11:59pm on April 8. 

 

When you hand in your essay, staple together in order: 

 

1) Grading rubric 

2) Your essay 

 

When you email your essay to me (music.drjones@gmail.com), it must be as an email 

attachment (no Google Drive, no One Drive, etc). The file may only be in one of these three 

formats: PDF, .doc, or .docx. 

 

 

 

This is an analytical, thesis-driven essay. Your final essay should be 2-3 pages (no fewer than 

two, no more than three) about what the assigned piece of music means and why you think that 

this is what it means. Your essay should be typed (12-point font, double spaced, and 1-inch 

margins) and will have three main sections, following the outline provided for you in class (refer 

to the first draft prompt for more thorough descriptions of each section): 

 

1) Introduction: Introduces the piece, the musical features you’ll be describing in your 

essay, and includes your thesis statement 

2) Body: At least three paragraphs supporting your thesis; a fourth is optional. Each 

paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence and includes at least three specific 

observations about the musical feature at hand.  

3) Conclusion: Restates the thesis statement in a new way and broadens the scope of the 

essay. 

 

Keep in mind that your essay should make the case that the assigned piece of music is interesting 

and worth listening to—if someone who had never heard the piece read your essay, they should 

be eager to listen to it by the end of the essay. Let your descriptions be enthusiastic and vivid. 
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Grading 

This project encompasses several grades: 

In-class prewriting, 3/18 Participation grade 

First draft, 3/23 Participation grade 

Digital submission, 4/8 Participation grade; 0 points if it is late 

Final draft, 4/8 Letter grade; see late policy below 

 

Your final draft will be graded according to the criteria outlined on the rubric (adherence to the 

assigned prompt; insight and thoughtfulness; and quality of writing: clarity, grammar, and 

engaging prose; etc.). In addition, your final essay grade will factor in: 

 

Failure to follow submission guidelines for either the 

hard copy and digital copies of the final essay 

 

-5 points each 

Late assignments, based on the day I receive them -1 point per day, up to two weeks 

(not accepted after two weeks) 
 


