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Queens College, City University of New York, Aaron Copland School of Music 

Introduction to Music, fall 2012 
Music 001, Section 10  

Tuesday and Thursday 10:50am-12:05pm 

Instructor: Prof. Alice Jones 
Email: alice.jones@qc.cuny.edu 
Room: 265  

Office hours: Friday 10:15-11:15, or by appt. 
Office: 211 

 

Course description and learning goals 

This course is designed to serve as an introduction to music through readings, listening, concert 

attendance, and in-class live demonstrations.  This class will explore the different ways that music 

functions in people’s lives as well as different ways of listening to music, with the intention of coming to 

an understanding of what music is and how people listen to it differently.  The semester will be divided 

into seven related units: elements of music, vocal music, dance music, religious music, imitative or 

representational music, art music, and musical identity.  Although the emphasis will be on the history of 

European classical music, we will also cover topics in contemporary popular music and traditional musics 

from around the world.  Students will be expected to discuss the experience of listening to both live and 

recorded music with attention to purely musical elements as well as the music’s broader context 

(historical, biographical, social, philosophical, political).  Students will be able to identify different 

genres, composers, styles, instruments, and forms through listening.  Previous experience with music is 

neither expected nor required.  Your preparation, forethought, open-mindedness, and hard work are 

sufficient. 

This course fulfills LASAR Humanities II requirements: one course (min. 3 credits) stressing appreciation 

and/or participation in art, music, and/or theatre.  “A basic course in appreciation, designed to develop 

an understanding of music.  Following an introduction to the basic principles of musical organization and 

expression, selected masterpieces of Western music are studied with regard to content, form, and style” 

(Queens College schedule of classes). 

Course materials 

Required text (book and music). Kristine Forney and Joseph Machlis – The Enjoyment of Music, 11th ed. 

(shorter), W.W.  Norton & Company, 2011.  This book is available at the campus bookstore as a package 

with a 4-CD set and a code to unlock supplemental material from the publisher’s website 

(wwnorton.com; ISBN 978-0-393-14017-0).  It is also available as an e-book with streaming music from 

wwnorton.com (link on Blackboard – Course materials); several students in the past have preferred this 

latter option because it is substantially less expensive than the print version. 

Supplemental texts. These books are available on reserve at the music library as well as in PDF format 

on Blackboard (Course Materials – Supplemental Reading).  Additional articles in PDF format are also 

found on Blackboard:  

 Leonard Bernstein, The Joy of Music. Amadeus Press, 2004. 
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 John Cage, Silence. Wesleyan University Press, 1961. 

 Aaron Copland, Music and Imagination. Harvard University Press, 1980. 

 Aaron Copland, What to Listen for in Music. New American Library, 2009.  

 Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi Flow: The Psychology of the Optimal Experience. Harper & Row, 1990. 

(not available on reserve) 

 Tōru Takemitsu, Confronting Silence. The Scarecrow Press, 1995. 

 Arnold Schoenberg, Style and Idea. Faber and Faber Limited, 1975. 

 Jeff Titon, ed., Worlds of Music, 5th edition. Schirmer, 2009. 

 Piero Weiss and Richard Taruskin, eds., Music in the Western World: A History in Documents, 2nd 

edition. Thomson Schirmer, 2008.   

A positive attitude and an open mind. Duh, it’s a music class.   

Preparing for lectures (i.e. how to do well in this course) 

There will be reading and listening assignments for every class meeting which should be completed 

before class.  We will be covering a lot of material over the semester and I do not recommend falling 

behind.  It is your responsibility to stay focused, turn in all of your work, and meet deadlines. 

Listening.  This is a course that focuses on active listening to music.  Listening to music for class does not 

mean treating the music as background noise to any other activity (while driving, doing other 

homework, hanging out, watching TV, etc.).  Always listen to a piece for the first time without any 

distractions or guides; form your own opinion about how the piece is constructed (its form) and what it 

might mean.  The second listening (and beyond) will be even richer as you anticipate what will happen 

next and notice further details.  Active listening (for all genres and styles) is an extremely rewarding 

experience.  I also strongly urge you to complete the supplemental listening activities in the textbook 

and on the publisher’s website that you come across when reading (listed on pp. xv and xvii-xviii; 

answers are provided in Appendix III of the book). 

N.B. I have included a list of study suggestions on Blackboard, as well as links that explain how to 

manage your time, succeed in college, take better notes, and study more effectively.  Use them! 

Attendance, participation, and classroom behavior 

Please be respectful of your fellow classmates and of me.  Arriving late, leaving early, sleeping, talking, 

eating, texting, and surfing the web during class are all examples of disrespect that will be noted and will 

adversely affect your grade.  Before the start of each class, sign in on the provided roster for attendance.  

Each student is allowed up to 5 absences (for any reason, no explanation necessary); 3 late arrivals or 

early departures equal one absence.  No food is allowed in class; water bottles are fine.  Participation 

grades are a reflection of your engagement in class and of how respectful you are to your classmates, to 

me, and to your work.  I encourage you to both answer and ask questions in class, to email me, and to 

come to my office hours in order to fully participate in this course.  Participation can bump your grade 

up or down. 
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Grading 

Your grade in this course will be calculated based on your performance on in-class and take-home exams 

as well as on weekly written assignments.  While exams are easy to grade and fine for people who are 

good test-takers, they do not promote long-term learning or active engagement with the class material.  

Music is an integral part of our lives – we listen to it, enjoy it, and (hopefully) think about it every day.  

The weekly assignments for this course hew much more closely to a “real life” interaction with music – 

they ask you to think about what you hear, to question why you think what you think, to explore what 

other people hear and think, and to investigate what the music can help you extrapolate about the 

larger world around you.  For both exams and written assignments, questions will undoubtedly cover 

your understanding of facts and definitions, but you should be prepared to work at achieving higher 

levels of comprehension and apply class concepts to new situations. 

Students are responsible for all material covered in class, assigned for homework, posted on Blackboard, 

and communicated through Blackboard announcements, so keep your Blackboard contact information 

up to date and make sure you are familiar with the site.  Blackboard is accessible through the 

CUNYportal (cunyportal.cuny.edu).  The grading breakdown is as follows:  

50% Written 
assignments  

10% – Concert attendance (2) 
40% – Homework (6) and thought questions (8) (see below for point values) 

50% Exams 10% – Quiz on Blackboard (1) 
40% – Final exam (1) 

Up to 15% (optional) 
Final report 

If you choose to do the final report, it will reduce the weight of your final 
exam to as little as 25% 

Participation Can bump your grade up or down 

Extra credit See below 

 

Written assignments  

The assignments for this course are designed to guide you gradually from simply identifying what is 

happening musically in a piece (homework assignments) to extrapolating deeper thoughts and meaning 

about music (thought questions and concert essays).  Because these assignments are to be done at 

home, at your own pace, and with the benefit of your book, notes, and other resources, you should do 

well and earn all points on them.  Actively working with the course content will help you remember 

material, do well on the exams, and beyond.   

Expect to do one written assignment every week for this course.  Information about each individual 

assignment can be found on Blackboard under Assignments and will be available 2 weeks before its due 

date.  I will gauge your absorption and understanding of the material based on your responses on these 

assignments – an important skill honed in college is the ability to express yourself cogently, coherently, 

and meaningfully about any subject at hand, which is exactly what these assignments are designed to 

get you doing.  Late assignments that have not been discussed with me prior to their due date will be 

penalized – this goes for myriad possible situations: forgetting an assignment, running out of ink, being 
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sick, not attending class, etc.  After one week, late assignments will not be accepted.  If you know you 

must miss class, it is your responsibility to discuss assignment due dates with me before the date you 

plan to miss.   

1. Homework assignments (6) are guided listening assignments designed to get you listening more 

carefully for specific musical elements as well as to the work as a whole.  Print the assignment 

PDF from Blackboard, fill in the charts and answer the questions, and turn it in on the assigned 

due date.  Consider them preparation for your exams and a guide for ways to approach listening 

to other pieces of music throughout the term.  Homework assignments are graded for 

completion and are worth 2 points each towards your final grade; an incomplete assignment will 

be graded accordingly.  Late policy: For every 24-hour period beginning from the end of class on 

a due date that a homework assignment is late, I will dock 0.5 points from the grade. 

2. Thought questions (8) are creative essay prompts designed to encourage deeper thinking about 

the music assigned for class, its role in your lives and in musicians’ lives, and the listening 

experience in general.  These assignments should be typed and no more than 2 pages – be both 

concise and specific!  Consider them preparation for real-world thinking.  Thought questions are 

graded for the content of your ideas as relates to the question prompt.  Each assignment is 

worth up to 5 points towards your final grade, and a grading rubric is available on each essay 

prompt.  Thought questions are due to me in an email attachment (.doc or .docx only).  The 

name of your file must be Your-Last-Name.Your-First-Name TQ# (e.g. Jones.Alice TQ1.doc); I will 

not grade it otherwise.  Late policy: For every 24-hour period after a deadline that a TQ 

response is late, I will dock 1 point from the grade.  For example, if I receive your email 

attachment at 5.01p instead of 5p, a response that might have earned 4 points will only earn 3.  

If I receive it at or after 5.01p the following day, it will only earn 2 points, etc.  Deadlines are 

listed on the syllabus. 

3. Concert attendance (2).  The concert attendance requirement is designed to get you out of the 

classroom, experiencing the musical world, and relating it to your classroom experience.  You 

must attend two different classical music concerts and submit a brief response about each (up 

to 3 pages).  The essay prompts are available on Blackboard (Assignments – Concerts). Essays 

with programs from the concert attached are to be handed in to me at class on the dates listed 

in the syllabus.  I will not accept concert essays via email.  Late policy: For every 24-hour period 

beginning from the end of class on a due date that a concert essay is late, I will dock 10 points 

(one letter) from the grade.  

Exams 

Take-home quiz.  There will be one “take home quiz” to be done on Blackboard.  This will be a multiple 

choice quiz covering the basic vocabulary used to describe musical elements.  You will have a 24-hour 

window in which to complete this quiz, listed on the syllabus.  This quiz has a time limit and must be 

completed in one sitting (i.e. you cannot save it and return to it later). 

Final exam.  The final exam will be cumulative and will include listening, T/F, multiple choice, and short 

answer questions.  Listening questions will consist of identifying musical elements and probable time 
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periods and world regions for unfamiliar pieces of music.  Written questions will cover historical and 

biographical facts, cultural trends, and musical elements.  Anything assigned for reading or said during 

lectures can be expected to be on the final exam. If a student is absent on the date of the final exam, the 

test cannot be made up without documentation of a family emergency, illness, or university obligation.  

The final exam will be held Tuesday, December 18, 11a-1p. 

Extra credit 

There are three (3) ways to earn extra credit in this course: 

1. Active and meaningful participation in class discussions will add points to your final average.  

The exact number of points is not fixed but rather is determined by the quality and quantity of 

your contributions.  In the same vein, distracting or detrimental behavior will negatively affect 

your grade (see above – Attendance, participation, and classroom behavior). 

2. It is possible to earn 52 points from homework and thought question assignments, which is 

more than the 40 points they contribute to your final grade (HW = 12 pts; TQ = up to 40 points).  

Any points earned beyond 40 are extra credit, so it is in your best interest to do every written 

assignment and to do them well.   

3. At the end of every unit during the term (except Elements), there will be an optional “take home 

quiz” on Blackboard offered during a 24-hour period listed on the syllabus (6 total).  The grade 

you earn on these quizzes will not affect your final average; rather, they are an opportunity to 

gauge your understanding, retention, and command over the material we have covered in class.  

At the end of the quiz, you will be able to see the correct answers for all the questions so that 

you can better review any concepts you may have misunderstood.  Completion of each quiz is 

worth 1 point added to your final grade. 

Communication and email 

I ask each student for an email address the first day of class; I will use this email and/or your college 

email available through Blackboard and CUNYfirst should I need to email you directly. 

I encourage all students to email me with questions, ideas, comments, etc.  For those of you 

uncomfortable with speaking in class, this can be a good way to engage the material, clarify information, 

and participate in class.  I am not, however, immediately available to respond to email at all times, and I 

will not respond to email after 10pm. 

In all academic situations, emails should be written in a respectful, clear, and professional tone.  Use 

correct spelling, grammar, and capitalization.  Include both a salutation and your name as a closing.  It is 

inappropriate to send a professor an email that reads like a text message.  Remember that you are 

starting a conversation with your professor when you send an email; be as courteous and polite as you 

would be in a face-to-face conversation.  How you interact with someone over email says something 

about who you are – make sure it says something positive!  If you send me a “text message” email, it is 

possible that I will not respond.  Do not take that risk if you have a question that needs answering or an 

issue that needs addressing. 
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I have included links to additional email etiquette tips on Blackboard (Course Materials).  

Academic honesty policy 

Plagiarism.  Don’t do it.  The theft of another person’s ideas or words without citation is a serious 

offense of academic dishonesty and will be treated as such.  Plagiarism defeats the purpose of this 

course, robs you of an opportunity to express your own ideas, and exposes you to the risk of academic 

ruin.  Disciplinary responses will involve at least one of the following: a grade of zero on the assignment, 

failing the course, being reported to the Vice President of Student Affairs for judicial action. 

From the Queens College academic bulletin (page 55):  

Academic dishonesty is one of the most serious offenses within the academic community.  Acts 

of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism and/or cheating on exams and 

papers, sabotage of research materials, the purchase or sale of academic papers, and the 

falsification of records. Any student who engages in an activity that is academically dishonest is 

subject to disciplinary charges, as is any student who knowingly aids another who engages in 

them.  

The City University Policy on Academic Dishonesty was adopted by CUNY’s Board of Trustees in 

June 2004; it includes definitions and examples of academic dishonesty, methods for promoting 

academic integrity, and procedures for the imposition of sanctions for various violations of this 

policy, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. 

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research, or writings as your own. 

Internet Plagiarism includes submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, 

paraphrasing or copying information from the Internet without citing the source, and “cutting & 

pasting” from various sources without proper attribution. 


