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Queens College, City University of New York, Aaron Copland School of Music 

Flute Lessons, fall 2011 
Music 150, 187, 188, 287, 288 

 

Instructor: Prof. Alice Jones 
Email: alice.h.jones@gmail.com 
 

Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 10:45-
11:30 am or by appointment 
Office: 211 

 

Course description 
Each student is entitled to 13 half-hour individual lessons per semester. 
 
By the end of 3 years (6 semesters) of lessons, each student should: 

• Be able to play chromatic scales, all major and minor scales, and arpeggios (at least 2 octaves, 
preferably 3) at a steady tempo and without hesitation 

• Improve in all the aspects of flute tone production: tone quality, breath control, intonation, 
flexibility, and dynamic control in all ranges of the instrument 

• Be familiar with standard pieces of the solo flute repertoire from all time periods (baroque, 
Classical, romantic, and 20th century) 

 
Each semester, we will work together to make sure that you are on track to meet these (and additional) 
goals.  Topics covered in lessons will fall in to these general categories: 

• Technical work (scales, arpeggios, etc.) 

• Tone development 

• Etudes 

• Solo repertoire 

• Sight reading  

The exact repertoire covered (solos, etudes) will be determined by each student’s individual abilities and 
existing knowledge of repertoire. 
 

Grading policy 
Semester grades for are calculated based on the satisfactory completion of the following minimum 
workload.  This is nonnegotiable and required in order to earn an A in the course.  If the work is not 
learned properly, then full points will not be awarded.  The grading breakdown is as follows: 
 

 Assignment Total possible points  

 Scales – chromatic, major, minor, arpeggios 
as assigned 

10  

 6 etudes at the assigned tempo 10  
 6 tone development/pitch exercises (from 

Marcel Moyse’s Tone Development Through 
Interpretation)  

10  

 2 solos from the standard repertoire – 
completion and improvement 

25 
 

 

 Studio performances (2) 20  
 Concert attendance (2) 10  
 Practice journal 15  

 
Grading scale 
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A+ = 97-100 B- = 84-86 C- = 70-73 
A = 94-96 B- = 80-83 D+ = 67-69 
A- = 90-93 C+ = 77-79 D = 60-66 
B+ = 87-89 C = 74-76 F = below 60 

 

Attendance policy 
Each student is expected to arrive on time and ready to play for his or her lesson.  A lesson will be 
counted as an unexcused absence if the student does not contact the instructor beforehand in the event 
of an emergency to reschedule.  Unexcused absences result in a loss of 5 points from the final grade.  
 

Required materials 
Each student should bring to his or her lesson: 

• A flute in good working condition 

• Notebook for lesson assignments, 
notes, fingerings, techniques, etc. 

• Scores for all repertoire (flute and piano 
parts) 

• Marcel Moyse – Tone Development 
Through Interpretation  

• Metronome 

• Tuner 

• Pencil 
**A positive attitude!** 

 

Recommended materials 
The following items are (just a few!) helpful references.  They are all a good addition to any flutist’s 
bookshelf: 

• Recording device for taping lessons and 
taping oneself 

• A music stand (for practicing) 

• Taffanel & Gaubert – 17 Daily Exercises 

• Trevor Wye books (any) 

• Nancy Toff – The Flute Book 

• Michel Debost – The Simple Flute 

• Giovanni Battista Lamperti – Vocal 
Wisdom 

• Ardal Powell – The Flute 
 

Concert attendance (2) 
An important part of playing is performing, and a great way to learn about performing is to attend 
performances.  Each student should plan to attend at least 2 concerts every semester.  I will provide 
information about upcoming performances both at Queens College and around New York City in lessons 
and via email.  In addition to enjoying the performance, also consider the following questions when 
thinking about the concert afterwards: 

• What captivated you about the performance?  What would you have wanted to change about 
the performance? 

• What did this performer do that you would like to emulate in your own playing and performing? 

• What did you think of the programming choices? 
Type your response to the concert (no more than 2 pages); turn it in within one week of the 
performance.   
 

Studio performances (2) 

Each student will perform a piece from their current lesson repertoire for the rest of the studio in a 
semi-formal setting.  Other members of the studio will provide feedback.  These will take place in 
October and December.  Your grade will reflect your preparedness to play and the respectfulness you 
show your colleagues. 


